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INTRODUCTION 
Too many high school students consider history to be the 
most boring subject in the curriculum. This feeling often 
exists because their teachers fail to utilize the available 
resources of their local community, thus making the life of 
other times and places seem more remote to the students' inter-
ests and experiences ·than would be necessary. Teachers should 
realiz.e that the schools frequently deal with materials which 
are not concerned with pupils' actualities, therefore not en-
abling the individuals to see readily relationships. To make 
the abstract assume reality is a goal toward which each histor 
teacher should strive. Olsen says, "The class will better un-
derstand its own background and take greater pride in its 
achievements if it understands how the social, political, and 
economic conditions of the community have developed.•1 
History cannot be restricted to a pupil's text book. Once 
the subject has been brought into the scope ot the student's 
own experiences, he is better qualified to comprehend the so-
cial, political, and economic development of his own locality 
and to obtain a clear perspective of gradual growth from its 
inception. 
By utilizing local, concrete, illustrative material, the 
1. Olsen, Edward G., School and Communit. Programs, (New 
York: Prentice Hall Inc., 1949), p. 8 
pupil is aided in securing a better and more adequate under-
standing of our national past. The materials are close at hand 
and within the comprehension of any pupil who knows the tradi-
tions and customs and happenings within his area. In today's 
international and world view, one is apt to overlook the im-
portance of local history materials at hand. Here the pupil 
is face to face with the sources and can weigh the evidences 
of the past, because the records and remains of local and state 
history afford the individual the chance to make inquiries ot 
his own. There are unique aspects of every community that 
stimulate local pride and distinguish it from other communities 
Indeed, the accomplishments of the past can be made vivid by 
being oonnected, with local scenes and traditions. Johnson says 
'However history may be conceived, and what ever may be the 
aims set up for historical instruction, the fundamental con-
dition of making history effective in the classroom is to in-
vest . the past with an air ot reality. 12 
Thus the student would be given invaluable training in 
handling and analyzing historical sources. Naturally, the 
· teacher who correlates the teaching of local history with his 
regular course of study is given additional opportunities to 
make his teaching conform to the modern educational principles 
2. Johnson, Henry, Teac~ng of History in Elementary and 
Secondary Schools, (New York: Macmillan Company, 1922) 
of proceeding from concrete examples and principles to the 
abstract and unknown. Peterson points out, 1 The use of local 
history as a point of departure for the study of various phase 
of American History has been too little appreciated by teacher 
of the social studies.n3 
If a pupil's pride in his community can be given addition 
al .vigor, then this would be one worthy reason for the teachin · 
of local history. Individual enthusiasm for one's native heat 
should in time result in his contributing to its uplift and 
betterment. 
It is up to history teachers to put their pupils in in-
telligent touch with our American way-of-life. Aldrich claims, 
1We must develop a sensitivity to the community--its forces, 
agencies, activities--which will affect our thinking and actin 
in school and out.•4 Peterson states, 1The study of local 
history in any state clearly affords a rich opportunity for 
teachers of the social studies to become more effective and 
3. Peterson, William J., 1 The Use of Local History as a Tool 
in Studying American History," in Ruth West, editor, 
Utilization of Community Resources in the Social Studies, 
Ninth Yearbook of the National Council for tne Socia! Studi (Washington, D.C.: The National Council, 1938), p. 101 
4. Aldrich, Julian C., 1 The Teacher Explores the Community,• 
in West, Utilization of Community Resources in ·the Social 
Studies, p. lS 
, 
interesting instructors, and in harmonizing and vitalizing the 
American scene through the application of local, state, and 
regional illustration they will doubtless strike a spark, not 
only in the pupil but also in the parents of young America. 
The value of becoming familiar with the local scene can scarcel1 
be over emphasized. 15 
The writer of this paper does not feel that local or state 
history is worth teaching as such. If' this course is taught 
independently of the national story, much of its value is lost. 
Thus, in order to make it more interesting and more meaningful 
to the pupils, this course has been deliberately fused into an 
emphasized in connection with the national aspects of the ~er­
ican story. 
If local or state history is to be taught in our secondary 
schools, the fact that there is presently no course in existenc 
should not alter the teaching aspects of this paper, which is 
written in units so that it can be easily correlated with the 
American History courses. This seems to be the most feasible 
way to teach the entire subject. If just local history is 
taught, then a vacuum is likely to occur. Therefore one finds 
that many authors of local or state ~stories do their best to 
affiliate their past with the nation's history. After all, if 
5. Peterson, op. cit., p. 110 
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one attempts to teach local history as a separate unit then 
the handicap of an overcrowded curriculum has to be faced. In 
the writer's opinion, the most feasible way of organizing such 
a course is to make a selection of the proper units of instruc-
tion in the courses in American History that are now generally 
taught in the community's Junior and senior high schools. Atte~ 
doing this, the teachers would then attempt to associate the 
local and state history with that of the country as a whole. 
The methods of procedure in this paper are for the most 
part explained by the results. . The General Overview of each 
unit has been the attempt to correlate with the national story, 
the history of Waltham, Massachusetts. The author has tried to 
indicate trends in the history of our country and how they have 
in turn affected the growth and development of Waltham. The 
memorization of facts is considered by the writer to be more 
difficult than valuable. The visualization of the life of one 
epoch with another, however, requires that the teachers• and 
pupils' imaginations be stimulated by vivid materials. Thus, 
the best way to present such stimulation must come through the 
utilization of planned activities. 
Horn says, 1Each activity should contribute directly to 
the understanding of some important aspect or process of social 
life; that is, it should be strictly subordinated to the 
5 
important concepts that make up the curriculum in the Social 
Studies.•6 
Through the use of various activities, all of the pupils 
are given an equal chance to participate. McClosky brings out 
this point when he says, •one great advantage of the community 
centered social science program is that such a program finds 
opportunities for even the most dull to make some socially 
worthwhile use of whatever talents they possess.•7 
Since many different American History textbooks are used 
in the various classes throughout the city, no attempt has been 
made by the author to adapt this paper to any one particular 
text or group. 
All of the Suggested Readings at the end of each unit may 
be found at the Waltham Public Library. It was felt by the 
writer that it would not be worthwhile and would be meaningless 
to list materials that could not be obtained from a local source. 
6. Horn, Ernest, Methods of Instruction 1n the Soc1a1 Studies, 
(New York: Charles Scribner*s Sons, 1937), p. 417 . 
7. McClosky, Gordon, 1 The Use of Community Resources,• in 
Edward Xrug and G. Lester Anderson, editors, Ada¥ting In-
struction in the Social Studies to Individual D1 ferences, 
Fifteenth Yearbook of the National Council for the Social 
Studies, (Washington, D.C.: The National Council, 1944), p. 
114 
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Unit I 
General Overview 
Out of Northern Scandinavia in the ninth and tenth centur-
ies came the Vikings, a daring, resourceful people for whom 
the sea held little terror. If the Norse legends are correct, 
Lief Ericsson, the son of Eric the Red, discovered Vinland 
about 1000 A.D. Norsemen later sung tales of Lief 1 s exploits 
and the immaginations of northern Europeans were stirred, but 
their songs gradually became legends. There is much evidence 
that these adventurers visited this hemisphere around the 
56th paralleL, and it is quite possible that they may have 
gone elsewhere in their explorations. Some individuals feel 
that Lief's brother Thorwald colonized along the confluence 
of the Charles River with Stony Brook. Thus, in 1899, the 
Norumbega Tower with which we are all acquainted was built to 
signify the event. 
After the discove~y of America and England's entrance 
into the field of colonization in America, England became the 
greatest of all the colonizing nations. Four of the thirteen 
original colonies were initiated by trading companies, Mass-
achusetts, founded by the Massachusetts Bay Company in 1630, 
being one of the four. Governor Winthrop, who was residing in 
Salem, was not pleased with his town so he sent a group of 
followers to search up the rivers for a convenient place; one 
group of these followers liked a place "three leagues up the 
7 
C~arles R1ver.•1 
Historians have located this point very close to the 
Stony Brook section of Waltham today--but we must bear in mind 
that those early voyagers would be likely to underestimate 
distances; it would seem rather unusual indeed that one would 
pass up the fertile Waltham Plain tor the area further up the 
river. Thus, it is likely that Governor Winthrop's men were 
speaking of the very center of our city. We may feel sure 
that the founders of the colony preferred to live in this sec-
tion known as Waltham but rever and scurvy prevailed in the 
Company so Governor Winthrop and his party of seven hundred 
persons settled in Boston, Roxbury, Saugus, Medford, and Water-
town. If this sickness had not prevailed, it is quite possible 
that Waltham's name would now be Boston and the great city at 
the mouth of the Charles would bear a different name. 
The actual history of Waltham began with the settlement 
of Watertown, which then included Waltham, in 1630 by Sir 
Richard Saltonstall and his companions. These people were not 
refugees from religious or political persecution; they were 
sincere, earnest men. This movement may be said to be one of 
those strong, periodical movements that have swept from East 
to West. 
1. Nelson, Charles A., Waltham Past and Present, (Cambridge, 
Massachusetts: King's Press, 1882), p. 16 
e 
For the first five years of Watertown's history, the only 
significant fact concerning this city was the expedition at 
John Winthrop about eight mile's up the Charles River for the 
purpose of laying out a public road. On this expedition he 
named Beaver Brook, Masters Brook, and Mt. Feake. 
For several years; our portion of Watertown was uninhabi-
tated. This land wa s most likely used as pasturage and wood-
land for those who resided on the east end. All the lands 
between Beaver Brook and Stony Brook remained unfenced for 
forty years after the settlement of Watertown, with sections 
of it being alloted to different owners. Fel~ of the homes 
in this section of Watertown in 1670 were any great distance 
from the present eastern boundary of the city. Some feel that 
this may be because of the Indian outbreaks led by King Phil-
lip. It has not been determined whether any hostile Indians 
did enter Watertown during this period but after King Phillip 1 e 
death in 1676, the western section of Watertown rapidly in-
creased in population. The only significant development of 
the latter part of the 17th century was the constant strife 
between the eastern and weatern sections of the town. The 
earliest cause of difference was the location of a meeting 
house. The western section of Watertown wa s now growing faster 
and this section was compelled to pay worship money for main-
taining the church located in the eastern section of the town. 
P~ter many heated arguments, the meeting house was moved to a 
9 
site near the corner of Beaver and Lyman Streets; thus, we 
had the erection ot a church in territory which is today in 
Waltham. 
The first school was .erected at a point that you now know 
as the Piety Corner section ot Waltham. 
There had been much talk in the town meetings of spliting 
the town int.o two sections and the split came on the matter ot 
building better highways in the western section. On January 
15, 1738, the West Precinct ot Watertown became the Town ot 
Waltham. The principle ot local self-government, like that 
ot representative assemblies and the popular control of finan-
ces, became firmly rooted in colonial practice. When the 
BritiSh government later sought to modify these principles, 
it was too late; they had become a part of the fabric or co-
lonial existence. 
10 
Unit I 
Activities 
1. Pretend that you are a member of John Winthrop's party 
on his trip eight miles up the Charles Ri~er. Write a 
brief description of your trip. 
2. Dramatize a town meeting in the year 1700. Determine 
whether you are from the Eastern or Western section of 
Watertown. 
3. Imagine that you are the son/or daughter of an early 
settler in Waltham. Make a list showing the work that 
you would be required to do in a typical day. 
4. Suppose that you are a settler in Waltham in the year 
1715 and suddenly you are transplanted via "Alley Oop's 
time machinen into the year 1950. Make a list of the 
present day occupations that you would feel qualified to 
oo. 
5. Write extracts from a boy's;or girl's diary who was living 
in our community in the early 1700's. 
6. Imagine that you are a student in the first school at 
Piety Corner. Write a composition telling of a typical 
school day. Describe your teacher, subjects, and attitude~ 
of your classmates. 
7. Pretend that you are a settler in Waltham around the year 
1?15 and you desire a friend in England to come over and 
join you in America. However, he is quite fearful of 
11 
Indians. Write a letter telling him just how the "Indian 
situation" looks to you. 
8. Orally describe a trip from Boston to Waltham in the lattel 
part of the 17th century. 
9. Pretend that your classmates are students in a school at 
Baltimore, Maryland, in the year 1735. You are a visitor 
from the illest Precinct of Watertown. You are invited to 
give an oral talk before the class describing a typical 
day in your school. 
10. Draw a cartoon representing the grievances between the 
West and East Precincts of Watertown. 
11. Group work: ~To or more pupils will read up on the Lost 
City (Norumbega). They should be prepared to give this 
report orally. 
12. Suppose that you are Governor Winthrop and are residing 
in Salem in the 1630 1 s. Be prepared to describe orally 
the reasons why you sent a group of followers up the 
Charles River to search for another place to live. 
13. Perhaps some of the boys would enjoy making a model of a 
Viking ship or a model of Norumbega Tower. 
14. Make a cartoon showing how England, although getting a 
late start in America, became the greatest of all coloniz-
ing nations. 
15. Perhaps some of you have attended a town meeting in some 
community. The class might enjoy hearing you relate what 
12 
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impressed you most about the meeting. 
16. Many of you have seen the cartoon-like map of ear ly 
Waltham drawn by Miss Amy J. Burgess of the North Junior 
High School faculty. After analyzing the map and doing 
.some research, be prepared to state as to whether the 
map is absolutely correct. 
17. Develop a theme showing how the New England town meeting 
influenced the growth of democracy. 
18. Draw a cartoon showing how England regulated the economic 
affairs of her colonies with the aim of supplementing and 
benef~ting home business. 
19. Develop a paper as to whether public education would be 
more likely to develop in a colony where many people had 
a say in the government than where the government was An 
the hands of a few. 
20. After doing some outside reading, be prepared to show any 
instances where there was any tendency on the part of the 
American Indian, to be friendly when he first met the 
white invader. 
21. Group work: Pretend that you are residents of Waltham in 
1?38. Discuss the local feeling concerning England1 s 
attempts to enforce her mercantilistic regulations and 
her interference With American commerce. 
22. Plan a debate. "Resolved: That Massachusetts was justi-
fied in banishing Roger Williams.u 
23. Pretend that you are a member of the Waltham Historical 
Association and have been assigned the task of doing some 
researchlOrk, endeavoring to find out how King Phillip's 
War affected the West Precinct of Watertown. Submit a 
report of your findings. 
24. Map work: On a map of Eastern United States 
25. 
l. Locate three important colonial seaports on 
the Atlantic. 
2. Label a colony noted for the production of 
rice. 
3. Label a colony noted for the production of 
tobacco. 
4. Locate a colony famous for religious tolera-
tion. 
5. Label two colonies known for shipbuilding. 
After doing some research, write a theme showing the 
possible derivation of Waltham's name. 
26. Suppose that you are a local citizen in the 1730's. Point 
out to a visiting relative from New York the importance 
of the Charles River to the town. 
27. Each individual should reserve a place in ·his history 
notebook for the names of important people in local his-
tory. A short biographical sketch should be entered with 
each name. The first names are: 
Sir Richard Saltonstall 
Edward Sanderson 
28. Suppose that you are a New England resident in 1680 and 
have gone to visit rela tives in Virginia. Tell your rel-
atives something about the career of King Phillip. 
14 
29. Imagine that you are living in the West Precinct of 
Watertown in 1700. Write a letter to a friend living in 
a Southern plantation mansion, describing to him your 
colonial kitchen. 
30. The class might be interested in taking a poll of their 
ancestral origins. Note when the first group migrated 
to America, what lands they came from, and where they 
settled. 
31. Make sketches of a Spanish galleon and a Viking ship. 
Note the differences and similarities. 
32. Dramatize an informal talk between two sailors on board 
a Viking ship going up the Charles River. Emphasize 
their suspicions and fears. 
15 
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Unit I 
Suggested Readings 
Bacon, G. F., Waltham and Watertown, Points of Interests, 
(Mercantile Publishing Company, New York, 1893) 
Barry, Ephraim L., The City of Waltham, Massachusetts~ (Waltham Board of Trade, WalthaJDO, Massachusetts, 188?', 
Hereford, Eben N., Discovery of the Ancient City of 
Norumbe~a, (Houghton Mifflin and Company, Boston, Massa-
achuset s, 1890) 
Horsford, Eben N., Discovery of America by Northmen, 
(Houghton Mifflin and Company, Boston, Massachusetts, 188 
Nelson, Charles A., Waltham Past and Present, (King's 
Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1882) 
Rutter, Josiah, Historical Address, July 4, 1876, (Wal-
tham Free Press, Waltham, Massachusetts, 18?7) · · 
Sanderson, Edmund L., Waltham as a Precinct of Watertown 
and as a Town, 1630-1884, (Tuttle ~ub11sn1ng Company, 
Rut!and, Vermont, 1930) 
Sanderson, Edmund L., Highlights in Waltham History, (Pamphlet, Waltham, Massachuset.ts, 1936) 
Starbuck, Walter F., Picturesque Features of the History 
of Waltham, (Waltham Publishing Company, Waltham, Mass-
achusetts, 191?) 
Sentinel, (History of Waltham and Watertown), October 15, 
1858 
Sentinel, (Waltham's grot~h), March 26, 1869 
Sentinel, (Waltham, derivation of name), November 6, 
Sentinel, (History of Waltham), March 16, 1877 
Sentinel, (History of the Trapelo District), October 
1858 
Sentinel, ("Waltham, As It \'las andis 11 ), May 23, 1862 
through July 4, 1862 
1866 
8, 
16 
16. Waltham Daily Free Press Tribune, (Norumbega Tower ded-
icated), November 29, Iae9 
17. Waltham Daily Free Press Tribune, (Waltham's early 
history), September 8, 1891 
18. Waltham News Tribune, {History of Waltham), January 15, 16, 
1913 . 
19. 
20. 
21. 
Waltham News Tribune, (The early importance of the Charles 
River), July 3o, 31, 1948) 
Waltham News Tribune, (History of Waltham, the early 
development of the South Side), January 25, 26, 1940 
Boston Daily Globe, {History of Waltham), November 6, 1875 
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Unit II 
General Overview 
Waltham readily assumed its role as one of the small 
towns surrounding Boston. The new town consisted of ninety 
well scattered farm houses with only one church, near what is 
now the Lyman property. To the south was a long, narrow path 
which is today Moody Street; this path led down to the river. 
Main Street was then called the Sudbury Road and was the main 
artery of travel in the town. Taverns soon developed and were 
thriving establishments along the Sudbury Road. It is along 
Main Street today that we find most of our eating establish-
ments and restaurants; thus, we can feel that these businesses 
have been a •carry-over aspect" of the town's early colonial 
days. At the timect the town 1 s incorporation, there was only 
one bridge over the Charles River and this river was the 
southern border of the town. In 1738, stocks were set up tor 
the punishment of law breakers. 
The farmers of the section which we now call the Trapelo 
District were very influential in the town meetings. This 
section furnished most of the political leaders and produced 
leaders in the social and financial strength of the town. 
The church still exercised a great deal of influence 
in our community. Blank walls and hard seats confronted 
church-goers.. Services vere three or four hours long; men 
18 
and women sat apart. The sexton sat in front of' the minister, 
turning the hour g~ass, and woe to the minister who tailed to 
preach tor at least two hours! T.he tithing man, with his long 
rod, would often have to nudge some sleeping adult to keep ~ 
awake, or perhaps settle a child. Church was held in both the 
morning and afternoon so those from a distance brought a lunch. 
However, it was not long before opposing dogmas arose with a 
more liberal attitude toward the Bible. 
In the early part of Waltham 1 s history as a town, the 
schoolmaster taught in the schoolhouse tor only part of the 
year . and in the balance of' the time, he would go around and 
teach 1n private homes. This proved to be quite unsatisfac-
tory after a period of time so in 1776, it was decided that he 
should keep school in the schoolhouse in the future. 
From 1690 until 1763, war between France and England had 
been tour times proclaimed and four peace treaties made. 
Every fresh declaration of' war meant fresh warfare between the 
French and English in America. We have no means of knowing 
what exact number of' soldiers went from Waltham but we may 
feel that a number of' townsmen had been in the service as 
soldiers. 
It may seem strange to you that from the time of' the in-
corporation of' Waltham until 1775, little of' historical sig-
nificance happened. The reason perhaps f'or this is that the 
19 
territory of Waltham had always been in the middle between 
two thriving towns, Weston and Watertown. 11 't'laltham 1 s inhabit-
ants were a farming community; the inhabitants occupied the 
lands in the northerly section of the town, rather than con-
centrating on the Charles River. It was a town without cen-
trality. 111 
Thus, from 1?38 to 1??5, there was little to add to 
Waltham's history. We would expect that in 1?75 would commenc 
a period when we might find some items of historical interest 
in connection with the town. However, Waltham seemed to be a 
town composed of people who were always willing to do their 
bit, yet people who could not be easily excited. 
In 1770, Waltham was still a farming community. It was 
composed of seven hundred white persons and thirteen slaves. 
Ninety-three homes were scattered over the territory and Main 
Street was the scene of many stages rolling west. Early 
marriages, large families, and industrious lives seemed to be 
the standards of the time. Bounty was paid for the killing · 
of wild animals and birds that we now protect by stringent 
lalrrs; deer roamed the local forests at will. 
The battles of Concord and Lexington were fought on 
April 9, _ 1775; yet, the records of local town meetings about 
1. Rutter, Josiah, Historical AddressL Julr 4, 1876, (Waltham, 
Massachusetts: Waltham Free Preas, 1877 p. 7 
20 
that date do not mention the event. However, on May 27, 1776, 
the town voted 1If the Honorable Congress should for the safety 
of the United Colonies, declare them free and independent of 
the Kingdom of Great Brita~n, they, the said inhabitants will ' 
solemly engage with their lives and fortunes to support them 
in the measure.•2 
On April 19, 1775, a company of one hundred and twenty-
three men met at the meeting house, where arms had been se-
creted, and then they marched to Piety Corner where they waited 
until they found out what route that the British were taking. 
It had been feared that the British might march through the 
1 heart of Waltham en-route to Worcester where a large supply of 
ammunition had been stored. It has not been determined whether 
the Waltham Company went as one body to Lexington but it is 
known that many Waltham men did serve at this battle. Waltham 
soldiers participated in the Ticonderoga Campaign; some went to 
Rhode Island and many others participated in distant battles. 
During the years 1775 and 1776, many of the American wounded 
were brought to the First Parish Church in Waltham. In 1931, 
a tablet was erected near the Waltham City Hall bearing the 
names of the hundred and ninety-two odd men who represented 
Waltham in the Revolutionary War. 
2. Waltham Town Records, (Waltham, Massachusetts), May 27, 1776 
21 
The population dropped in 1780 to 689 people; it had been 
870 in 1776. This drop in population was perhaps due to 
casualties in the army or to migration to other sections to 
live. The first United States census of 1790 showed Waltham 
with a population of 882 people. 
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Unit II 
Activities 
1. In 1776, George Washington passed through Waltham on his 
way to take command of the Continental Army at Cambridge. 
Suppose that you are an inhabitant in Waltham at the time. 
Write a brief composition describing Waltham's hospitality 
toward him. 
2. Group work: You might be interested in constructing a 
map of Waltham at its incorporation as a town. Draw in 
the ninety scattered homes, Moody Street, Sudbury Road, 
the Charles ·River, six taverns along the Sudbury Road, 
and anything else that you may feel important. 
3. Draw a cartoon showing the influence in a town meeting 
that a person from the Trapelo District had over a person 
from the other sections of Waltham around the year 1700. 
4. Make a graph showing the increase of eating establish-
ments along Main Street from 1900 to 1950 in comparison 
with the years 1650 to 1790. 
5. Plan a field trip to historic Boston. Emphasize places 
,.1 (..f' (t ~ 
that were contemporarl&s-with Waltham's early history. 
6. Visit one historical site within the limits of Waltham 
and report on what you saw there and what you know about 
it from your readings and from hearing local people talk 
about it. 
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7. Present in the best way you can a picture of an early 
Waltham school, interior or exterior view. 
a. Draw a cartoon of an American Revolutionary soldier, 
illustrating the type of dress. 
9. Construct a model (paper, wood, soap carving, etc.) of an 
early Waltham church, school, home, etc. 
10. Debate: 1Resolved that the form of local government in 
Waltham in 1775 required a more educated citizenry than 
did that of a typical Southern community.• 
11. Imagine that you are the editor of an early Boston news-
paper. Write an editorial to appear in the first edition 
following the close of the Revolutionary War. Point out 
this vicinity 1 s part in the conflict. 
12. Imagine that you are a member of the Waltham militia in 
1775 and are waiting at Piety Corner for word about the 
British. Describe the attitudes and feelings of your 
companions. 
13. Pretend that you are a customer in a local tavern in the 
year 1770 and you overhear an argument between a Whig 
and a Tory. Be prepared to tell the class what viewpoints 
were presented by the two individuals. 
14. Suppose that you are a soldier at Valley Forge. Write a 
letter to a friend in Waltham telling of the hardships 
you are suffering. 
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15. Imagine that you are a local citizen, traveling in France 
or England in 1796. Write a letter home explaining the 
attitude of people abroad tot~ard our government. 
16. Group work: Imagine that you are a typical Waltham 
family; discuss the arrival of Acadians in Waltham. 
Indicate the feeling that perhaps prevailed in the com-
munity. 
17. Make a cartoon showing the difference between a "loose 
constructionist" and a "strict constructionist." 
18. The class would perhaps enjoy hearing a floor talk on: 
a. The life and career of Rev. ~larham \'lilliru s 
b. The early contribution of the Sanderson 
family to Waltham 
c. The methods used in naming old roads in 
Waltha.IP. 
19. Be prepared to present orally the princip1e differences 
between the Articles of Confederation and the Federal 
Constitution. 
20. Be prepared to report any visit you may have made out-
side Waltham to a historic spot connected with the co-
lonial period. 
21. Suppose that you are a local soldier who participated in 
the battle of Quebec. Write several pages of your diary 
relating experiences. 
22. Perhaps some of you live on local farms. If so, compare 
the conditions with those of colonial farms. Be prepared 
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to explain whether you feel that you would have made a 
good colonial farmer. 
23. Pretend that you had witnessed the signing of the Decla-
ration of Independence. Be prepared to describe the seen • 
24. Group work: It would be interesting to obtain a list or 
some songs that were popular throughout the country at 
the close of the Revolutionary War. 
25. Make a series of pictures showing the different tjpes of 
transportation that could be found in Waltham in 1790. 
26. To your list of important people in local history add: 
Reverend Warnam Williams 
Jonathan Sanderson Jr. 
27. Waltham children, in their colonial schools, used to 
learn by a horn-book. Perhaps you would be interested 
in making one of wood. 
28. With the illustrative aid of a map, relate to the class 
the experiences of a trip on a stagecoach along the 
Sudbury Road from Waltham to New York. 
29. Make a cartoon which will bring out the contrast between 
living in Waltham in 1750 and at the present time. Attem~t 
to show in the cartoon some historical points of emphasis. 
30. Group work: Arrange a panel discussion on whether the 
French or English had the stronger basic claims on the 
northwestern Mississippi Valley. Emphasize in the dis-
cussion the basis for the claims of each nation. 
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31. Imagine that you are a local soldier who has served un-
der George Washington during the Revolution. Give in an 
oral talk your reaction to his statement that he is glad 
to leave the affairs of the state to the Congress and 
return to Mount Vernon. 
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Unit III 
General Overview 
Waltham, like most of the surrounding towns in 1790, 
carried on its economy in agricultural pursuits. In 1679, 
a grist mill had been established on Stony Brook but it was 
not until seventy years later that one finds that other mills 
were being built on local streams, serving the local needs 
only. However, at the close of the eighteenth century, the 
United States began to feel the effect of the Industrial 
Revolution which had begun in England seventy-five years 
earlier. The factory system was slow to take root in America, 
for it was cheaper to import goods from England where manu-
facturing on a large scale was already well established. The 
embargo, non-intercourse act, and the War of 1812 completely 
changed this scheme of things. As early as 1810, there was 
a surprisingly long list of items in which American manufactur-
es were able to supply the American demand. 
One finds that dur1ag this period, paper mills were 
established on local streams. The largest mill was situated 
at the Bleachery section. This mill was established by 
Christopher Gore, one of the early governors of Massachusetts 
(served one year) and a resident of Waltham. The ownership 
of the mill changed hands and in 1812 it was incorporated 
as the Waltham Cotton and Wool Company, furnishing bleached 
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goods. This business grew rapidly and in 1815 there were more 
than two hundred persons employed with a good proportion of 
them being women and children. 
The War of 1812 was not popular in this section of 
New England. However, it can be said that more than twenty-
five local men performed garrison duty for a brief period of 
time at Boston Harbor. !he many hotels and taverns in Waltham 
seemed to make the town a popular resort by the military. 
In 1813, Francis C. Lowell and Patrick T. Jackson bought 
a paper mill situated on the bank of the Charles River, a 
little east of present day Moody Street. The mill was incor-
porated as the Boston Manufacturing Company, which purchased 
much of the land surrounding. Thus, began the erection of a 
cotton mill which subsequently became the first factory in 
the world to carry on all of the operations for making cotton 
cloth under one roof. Lowell was a very valuable man as he 
invented and designed most of the mill's machinery. 
The Boston Manufacturing Company became the town's 
greatest power and literally changed the town's development 
from agriculture to industry. The population greatly increased 
in the South Side, thus removing the influence in the town's 
meetings from the North Side to the South Side. Moody Street 
was named for the first head machinist of the factory, Paul 
Moody. 
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In 1824, each worker worked at least thirteen hours a 
day. Many prominent people worked in the factory, one of 
whom was Nanthanial P. Banks, a future general in the Civil 
War and a governor of Massachusetts. A typical pay check 
was a dollar and a quarter a week. It is interesting to note 
that the Boston Manufacturing Company tried to keep its fac-
tory free from the vice which was prevalent in the manufactur-
ing towns in England. At the company's expense, a school 
house was built and maintained. A bell was rung every day 
(except Sunday) at eight-forty five to summon the children to 
school. 
Evidently the early employers in Waltham must have been 
well ahead of their times in their attitudes concerning em-
ployer and employee relationships. The company built many 
homes for its employees and even went as far as buying a fire 
engine to be used by the town as well as for the factory. 
Thus, we may say that this was the birth of the Waltham Fire 
Department. 
At the incorporation of the company and for a time after-
ward, the town was poor in purse and population. The Boston 
Manufacturing Company established a savings bank ror its em-
ployees; this bank was the start of the Waltham Savings Bank. 
In 1830, the company established its own Manufacturers' Library 
Lectures were given each winter by eminent people, some of 
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whom were Ralph Waldo Emerson, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Horace 
Greely, and Mark Twain. 
The great success of the mills brought other problems 
to the town. A new meeting house had to be built closer to 
the South Side. The house was constructed on Church Street. 
In 1820, the town made its last appropriation for the salary 
of the minister, thus severing the connection of the town 
with religious matters. 
Other industries had risen in Waltham. The Waltham 
Bleachery became a section of the Boston Manufacturing Com-
pany and turned exclusively to the bleaching processes. The 
Newton Chymical Company was organized in 1825 and covered 
about forty acres of land on the South Side which was still a 
portion of Newton. The Newton Chymical Company's early histor~ 
shows that it rapidly developed into a thriving business in 
the production of sulphuric acid. 
Waltham can be called the mother of Lowell, Massachusetts • . 
Much of the first machinery used in Lowell was made in Waltham 
and then transported to Lowell. Scores of skilled artisans 
left Waltham in favor of going to Lowell for bigger industrial 
operation. 
It is rather interesting to note that the Tariff Act of 
1816 which had definitely given impetus to the manufacturing 
north, was opposed by both of Massachusett 1 s senators. 
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Unit III 
Activities 
1. Make a drawing/or a model of an early paper mill on 
Beaver Brook. 
2. Imagine that you have received a letter from . a relative 
who is employed in an English factory. You are presentl 
employed by the Boston Manufacturing Company (1825). 
Write him/or her a letter describing a typical day's 
work routine at the local plant. 
3. Draw a cartoon of a town meeting in 1825, showing the 
control over the town meetings that the South Side had 
since the building of the Boston Manufacturing Company. 
4. Plan a field trip to the Governor Gore estate on lower 
Main Street. 
5. Imagine that you are Francie C. Lowell and have just 
returned from England with new industrial ideas and 
are looking for a place to establish a cotton mill. 
Write a letter to a friend stating why Waltham could off'r 
some ideal locations for a plant. 
6. Make a .cartoon showing the effect that the Tariff Act 
of 1816 had on industrial New England. 
7. Suppose that you had attended a lecture at the library 
of the Boston Manufacturing Company and had heard one 
of the following speak: Ralph Waldo Emerson, Mark Twain 
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Harriet Beecher Stowe, Horace Greely, or Louis Aggasiz. 
Be prepared to describe to the class what would have 
perhaps impressed you most about the speaker and the 
subject on which he talked. 
8. Invite Mr. Edmund L. Sanderson, who is currently writing 
the 'History of Early Waltham Industriesn/or some other 
member of the Waltham Historical Association, to speak 
to the class; have the speaker indicate just how he does 
his research work. 
9. Write an imaginary conversation between a Federalist and 
a Democratic Republican in which they discuss the electioE 
of 1800, telling why they think Waltham will benefit by 
the election of their candidate. 
10. Suppose that you were an English factory employer and 
were visiting our local factories in 1825. Make a list 
of the factors which impressed you and could better your 
factory in England. 
11. Make a list of the industries in 1825 which are still 
found in Waltham. 
12. Make a pie graph showing the development of industries 
in Waltham from 1679 to 1825. (see Suggested Reading 1.) 
13. Draw a cartoon illustrating the 11Era of Good Feeling". 
14. Suppose that you are an editor of a Boston newspaper 
in 1830. Write an editorial against the "spoils system." 
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15. Debate: "Resolved, that suffrage qualifications should 
be less strict in the West in 1824 than in the East.• 
16. Pretend that you are .a Waltham resident who has been an 
impressed American seaman. Write a letter home des-
cribing your experience. 
17. Perhaps you would be interested in drawing mechanical 
diagrams or illustrations, showing some of the American 
inventions that played an important part in the Industrial 
Revolution. 
18. write a theme on what you consider the most important 
result of the War of 1812. 
19. Group work: Pretend that you are local citizens in 1820. 
Discuss the effect that the Boston Manufacturing Company 
has had on the town. 
20. To your list of important people in local history add: 
Francis C. Lowell 
Christopher Gore 
Patrick T. Jackson 
Paul Moody 
21. Group work: Have two or more local people in 1830 argu-
ing with each other, as to whether the "spoils system" 
was good for the country. 
22. As a foreign visitor to Waltham in the early 1800 1 s, 
write a letter home describing the society you found here. 
23. Pretend that you are the editor of a Boston newspaper 
in the year 1812. Write an editorial in opposion to 
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11Mr. Madison s War. 11 
24. Suppose that you are a teacher in a Waltham school in 
1815. Be prepared to point out the part that this sec-
tion played in the War of 1812. 
25. Develop a paper showing the significance of the town's 
decision in 1820 not to appropriate further money for 
the salary of a clergyman. 
26. Group work: Make a list of today 1 s city officials. Note 
as to how many come from the Trapelo section of Waltham. 
Be prepared to present a conclusion reached by your re-
search. 
27. Suppose that you are the owner of a merchant vessel in 
1812. Send a letter of protest to the President of the 
United States, complaining about the failure of the 
United States to protect your property. Describe your 
losses in the ship, goods, and seamen. 
28. Draw a freehand sketch/or make a model of the frigate 
u. s. S. Constitution. 
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Unit IV 
General Overview 
The United States during and immediately following 
Jackson's administration brought to the American scene many 
transformations. The multiplication of canals, turnpikes, 
railroads, and steamboats created a change in transportation; 
the industralization and urbanization of the Northeast and 
the triumph of "King Cotton• in the South became a reality. 
In an earlier age, only the richer classes could enjoy the 
luxury of a newspaper subscription but from the 1830's on, 
almost anyone who could read could enjoy the privilege. New 
inventions arrived on the scene; scientific advances were 
being made in just about every field. Oliver Wendell Holmes 
and James Russell Lowell were only two of the outstanding 
writers during this period. Horace Mann, in New England, led 
the crusade for free public schools in the northern states. 
Well before the Civil War, every northern state was attempting 
to provide elementary schools at public expense in every com-
munity, and a general experiment was being made in high school 
education. 
One finds that Waltham kept up with the times. In 1832, 
the town voted to construct a new grammar school. This new 
school was built on the present site of the North Junior High 
School; the lower part of this school was to be used as the 
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school and the upper section was - to be used as a new town hall. 
After 1838, the people followed the district school system by 
breaking the town up into five districts. 
The first local newspaper appeared in 1833; it was called 
the ~ and was not nearly so large as our newspapers of to-
day. The paper was supposed to be printed every alternate 
week but it took almost three years to print twenty-six issues. 
A typical edition of the ~ carried advertisements by the 
town's merchants and the local marriages and deaths; little 
else of interest can be noted. 
The second Waltham newspaper appeared in 1836; it was 
called the Waltham Star but was published for only a brief 
period of time. The M~ddlesex Reporter was published in 1841 
but it also had a short life. One outstanding fact about these 
early papers is that very few local needs were published. 
Essays and poems occupied much of the space. 
In 1834, one stage would leave Waltham for Boston. Nine 
persons could be seated and the stage was generally patronized 
by the local folk. It must not be forgotten that other stages 
were also passing through Waltham, but these stages did not 
usually accomodate the local people. At one time, it cost 
fifty cents for the trip via stage to Boston but the town's 
people thought that this price was too high, so competition 
arose and the price generally accepted was twenty-five cents. 
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Trains were running between Boston and Newton in 1835, 
and in the 1840's railroads were operating between Boston 
and Waltham. As history has shown us, the invention of the 
train revolutionized travel; travel by horseback and stages 
became antiquated. Thus, one finds that with fewer stages 
passing through the town, several of the taverns, whose trade 
depended on stagecoach travel, were forced to close down. 
Prese.ntly, a bridge was built across the Charles River. 
Previously, people had to cross the river by boat. With the 
completion of the bridge, people began to construct homes 
across the river. The interests of the people who were living 
around the Newton Chymical Company were in Waltham, not in 
Newton. After a concerted movement by Waltham's citizens, 
the territory was annexed to Waltham in 1849. Waltham paid 
Newton $1000 in compensation; this money was raised by a 
special tax on the people. Waltham received about 640 acres 
of land. 
1 It is hard to convince the precision 
city that the first hundred years are the 
hardest when it looks at the acquisition 
in April, 1849, of 640 acres of its South 
Side from Newton for $1000. Today, this 
closely packed, industrial and worker res-
idence goes down In the assessors' books 
in the millions.• 
1. Boston Morning Herald, Boston, Massachusetts, February 9, 
1949 
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In 1856 the Sentinel was first published. This was the 
first newspaper to appear in Waltham that contained many items 
of local interests along with an adequate coverage of foreign 
and national news. 
The Agricultural Library Association was formed in 1857 
and prospered for many years. Its annual Farmers' Festival 
was always looked forward to by the town's people and the 
club was the instigator of a number of important public im-
provements. 
The town needed a new burying ground as the old one on 
lower Main Street had been in use for over one hundred and 
fifty years. With the growth of the town it became apparent 
that land should be set aside for a new cemetery. The town 
felt that Mt. Feake would be a good location so in 1857 the 
new cemetery was called the Mt. Feake Cemetery. 
From 1825 to 1860, the growth of Waltham was quite slow. 
The reason for this was that the manufacturing companies had 
not the extensive markets of today; therefore, the population 
was kept to a minimum. But, small industries began to make 
excellent progress, thus furnishing employment for many more 
people. The growth of these small industries was most rapid 
just after the conclusion of the Civil War. One of the larger 
of the "newer• industries which developed prior to the Civil 
War was the B. F. Clough Shoe Company. All kinds of footwear 
were made in the factory, for local use and for use in the 
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South. One of these small industries in the 1850's was des-
tined to become, for a long period of time, the "back bone 11 of 
Waltham's industrial economy; this industry was the Waltham 
Watch Company. 
The history of the factory began when Aron L. Dennison, 
the father of the Waltham Watch Industry, decided to leave 
Roxbury, Massachusetts, and come to Waltham in 1853 in order 
to find a desirable location for the production of American 
watches. Dennison had heard much about a machine shop that 
was operating on Stony Brook so he decided that that was per-
haps the best place in Waltham to build his factory. However, 
satisfactory terms could not be arranged so he had to abandon 
the idea of building the factory at the location. The owners 
of the Boston Manufacturing Company encouraged Dennison to 
purchase the land of the Bemis estate on the South Side of 
the river. The terms were arranged and Dennison was delighted 
with the site. Dennison conducted trips for his Roxbury 
emp1oyee 1 s in order to show them the way-of-life that could 
be gained by moving to this town; he would point out to them 
the splendid places wher e they could build excellent homes. 
"It has been said that on one occasion Dennison climbed up on 
a stone wall, waved his arms and said, 1 Somewhere about there 
gentlemen, there is going to be a watch f~ctory! 112 
2. Starbuck, Walter F., Picturesque Features of the History 
of Waltham, (Waltham, MassachUsetts: Waltham Publishing 
Company, 1917), p. 29 
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His words proved to be true as the first factory was 
built on the very spot that he had pointed out and many of his 
employees left Roxbury to build their homes in Waltham. The 
first factory was erected in 1854 and was called the 11mud 
factory" because of its concrete masonry filled in between 
temporary planks. 
The new business was incorporated the Boston Watch Com-
pany with a capital stock of $100,000. It soon was apparent 
that the capital was not enough and the mechanical aspect of 
the factory was not fully developed. Thus, in 1847, Royal E. 
Robbins purchased and operated the company under the name of 
Appleton, Tracey, and Company. In 1859 the company was com-
bined with the Waltham Improvement Company which was a local 
real estate agency. With the merging of the two businesses, 
the name chosen was the American Waltham Watch Company but in 
a short time, the word American dropped out of the title. 
It must not be forgotten that Dennison provided for the 
laying out of parks directly opposite the factory. It is sig-
nificant to note that these parks were in existence until the 
1930 1 s when they had to be devoted to use as parking lots and 
for the construction of the Ezra Fitch Grammar School. 
It truly can be said that the coming of the watch indus-
try to Waltham put the town "on the map." Very few individuals 
seem to realize that the Waltham Watch Company was the first 
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factory in the world where the entire watch was made from the 
raw materials. It is also interesting to note that in 1857, 
Waltham produced all of the watches made in the United States. 
By the year 1860, the Boston Manufacturing Company and 
the Waltham Watch Company had a combined force of nearly 
5,000 employees and were by far the largest industries of the 
town. The Waltham Watch Company's early history shows that 
it attracted many prominent visitors. European boards of 
trade gained much important information by visiting the watch 
company. 
After Garrison's publication of the Liberator, Waltham's 
citizens, as a whole, Joined the abolitionist movement. Meet-
ings were held in many local homes and factories, with each 
individual striving to do his best in abolishing slavery. 
One may say that from 1840 to 1860, there were few events 
in the history of Waltham that could be classified as promin-
ent above the ordinary happenings that were oocuring in other 
towns during the same period of time. Waltham's people seemed 
to float along with their simple way-of-life until the Civil 
War broke out, thus giving the town added stimulation and 
excitement. 
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Unit IV 
Activities 
1. Group work: Compare an edition of the Waltham Star with 
a current edition of the Waltham News Tribune. 
2. Pretend that you are the editor of the Waltham Hive. 
Write an editorial concerning the Doctrine of Nullifi-
cation. Take the stand which you think the majority of 
New England newspaper editors did on the issue. 
3. Be prepared to tell why all of Waltham's early newspapers 
failed until the appearance of the Sentinel. 
4. Suppose that you are planning to go to Boston from Waltham 
in 1840. List the number of vehicles which you could use 
in getting there; also list the fares charged and compare 
the prices with the various costs of transportation to 
Boston today. 
5. Construct a model (paper, wood, soap carving, etc.) of a 
stagecoach, a small steamboat, an early train, etc. 
6. Group work: Imagine that you are a tavern owner on Main 
Street in 1845. Business is decreasing steadily; discuss 
with some of your friends the reason for this decline in 
business. 
7. Write a paper briefly explaining the District School 
system in the United States. 
a. Dramatize a town meeting in 1850, discussing the construc-
tion of a bridge across the Charles River to the South 
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Side. Emphasize the part that the Newton Chymical Company 
might have played in the issue. 
9. Write a paper showing the importance of Waltham's purchas-
ing in 1849, 640 acres from Newton for $1000. Why can 
this be called one of the biggest bargains in the nine-
teenth century? 
10. Make a bar graph indicating the growth of industries in 
Waltham from 1825 to 1860. (see Suggested Reading 1.) 
11. Group work: Dramatize a meeting of the Agricultural 
Library Association. Discuss plans for the annual fes-
tival; also, discuss the possibility of certain public 
improvements which the association could help to instigate 
12. Make a cartoon showing the arguments for and against in 
a town meeting concerning the location of the new cemetery 
at Mt. Feake. 
13. Make a cartoon showing how the discovery of gold in Cal-
ifornia in 1849 affected industrial New England. 
14. Imagine that you are attending anti-slavery meetings in 
Waltham. Write extracts from your diary concerning these 
meetings. 
15. Consult your history book and then write a theme stating 
why the Waltham Watch Company, early in its existence, 
suffered financial difficulties. 
16. Plan a field trip to the Waltham Watch Company. Show how 
dependent the factory is upon machines. 
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17. Dramatize the conversation between two men discussing 
the financial condition of the Waltham Watch Company in 
1860. 
18. Make a poll of the students in the school, seeing just 
how many pupils 1 parents are (or were before the-plant's 
shutdown) employed by the factory. 
19. Imagine that you are an employee of Dennison's Roxbury 
firm and you are visiting Waltham on one of his tours. 
Write a paper stating some factors of the town which 
might have influenced you to leave Roxbury and live in 
Waltham. 
20. Imagine that you are a cartoonist for the Waltham Sen-
tinel. Draw a cartoon showing the early "mud factory" 
on the Charles. 
21. Dramatize the poss.ibility of a merger of the watch fac-
tory with the Waltham Improvement Company. Have two 
representatives from the watch factory discussing the 
advantages to two doubtful officials of the Waltham Im-
provement Company. 
22. Write an editorial to appear in the Sentinel in 1860, 
showing Waltham's pride in the rapid growth and distinc-
tion of the Waltham Watch Company. 
23. Draw a cartoon of Dennison standing upon the stone wall 
making his statement about the proposed building of the 
new factory. 
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24. Cho~se two individuals to pretend that they are French 
business men who have just returned from a visit to the 
Waltham Watch Company. The class is a group of fellow 
French economists. Each member of the class should be 
prepared to ask at least one pertinent question. 
26. Pretend that you have left Waltham to live in Kansas in 
1856. Write a letter to a friend in Waltham explaining 
the confusion you found in Kansas. 
26. Make a list of some of the reform movements which affeetec 
this section of the country during the Jacksonian Era. 
27. Imagine that you are a member of the Whig party of 1840. 
The local newspaper desires you to make a list of your 
party's principles for publication. 
28. To your list of important people in local history add: 
Aron L. Dennison 
Royal E. Robbins 
29. Enact a dialogue between a plantation owner of Virginia 
and a factory owner in Waltham on the slavery question. 
Assume that the two men met in Washington, D.C., in 1856. 
30. Make a short speech on the Fugitive Slave Law. Take the 
viewpoint of a typical person living in Waltham in this 
era. Do the same for the Dred Scott Decision. 
31. Public oratory was especially effective in the North dur-
ing the pre-Civil War period. Name several orators, 
their views, and the extent of their influence during 
that period. 
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Rutter, Josiah, Historical Address, July 4~ 1876, (Wal-
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Sanderson, Edmund L., Waltham as a Precinct of Watertown 
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Sentinel, (History of Waltham and Watertown), October 15, 
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Sentinel, (Waltham's growth), March 26, 1869 
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:so, 1877 
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Waltham Free Press, (Contributions of the Boston Manufac-
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Waltham Free Press, (History of the American Watch Com-
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Waltham Dail{ Free Press Tribune, (South Side: 
appeared in 855), July 3; 1886 As it 
Waltham News Tribune, (History of Waltham), January 15,16, 
1913 
Waltham News Tribune, (History of theatres), April 28, 
3o, May 3, May 16, 17, 1949 
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Boston Daily Globe, Boston, Massachusetts, (History of 
Waltham), November 6, 1875 
Boston Mornin~ Herald, Boston, Massachusetts, (History 
of Waltham), ebruary 7,9, 1949 . 
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Unit V 
General Overview 
The war for Southern Independence broke out when South 
Carolina made the election of Abraham Lincoln the occasion 
for an ordinance of secession which was passed on December 
20, 1860. By February, six other states had joined her and 
the Confederate was formed. 
Waltham's leading newspaper in 1860, the Sentinel, fa-
vored the election of Bell and Everett. After the election 
of Lincoln the paper seemed to receive the election as some-
thing that would have to be put up with and it seemed to take 
a lukewarm attitude toward the Unionists. 
With the bombardment of Fort Sumter in April, Waltham 
readily rallied to the Union's cause. The Common became vir-
tually a military camp with squads of recruits being constant!, 
drilled by Union officers who had come to Waltham for this 
purpose. Almost every school, factory, and house had a flag 
flying from it. Town meetings were held in which it was 
decided that money should be appropriated for a specified 
time and for the support of the families. The troops were 
presented with gifts of remembrance from the school children. 
The gifts were little ~comfort 1 bags which eontained small 
necessities such as thread, needle, year, buttons, etc; each 
child presented a soldier with a small bunch of flowers to 
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attach to his bayonet. 
The majority of Waltham's soldiers were attached to 
Company H of Massachusetts Volunteers. The Company saw much 
action and served gallantly in the battles of the Potomac. 
One of Waltham's leading citizens played an important 
role in the Civil War--Nathaniel Prentice Banks. Banks had 
been born in the Bleachery section of Waltham, worked as a 
bobbin-boy in the Boston Manufacturing Company, was self-
educated, served as a state and United States Representative, 
and in 1858 was elected governor of Massachusetts, serving for 
three terms. With the outbreak of the war, Banks was given a 
direct commission as a Major General of Volunteers. 
Much criticism has been said about Banks's military career 
but one must not forget that when Banks was governor, he did 
much to send well trained men to Washington in 1861 when they 
were urgently needed. When one criticizes Banks's military 
endeavors, it should be taken into consideration that he had 
as much military success as other leaders who had received 
direct commissions. After a bloody defeat at Red River, where 
the foe was led by Stonewall Jackson, Banks resigned his com-
mission and returned home to Waltham. His influence was 
greatly felt during the rest of the war as he was elected to 
Congress and exerted much influence on Lincoln and his cabinet. 
With the continuance of the war, it became necessary to 
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have a mounted calvary. Waltham's younger men jumped at the 
opportunity to serve in this glorious branch of the service. 
Once again, the Common became the drill ground for the mili-
tary. In 1862, an entire cavalry regiment left Waltham and 
went to Port Royal. 
The war was going badly for the north in 1862; reverses 
had been the usual occurences for the United States Army. 
Waltham simply 11 dug in11 and aided the government in every 
possible way. When the call came for more men, Waltham gave 
more of her sons. We must bear in mind that a draft was not 
in use in 1862 so the Union had to depend on volunteers. 
t However, Waltham s citizens provided private subscriptions 
to the cause and liberal bounties were given to the men who 
would serve. 
Waltham's women played an important role in the strife. 
Realizing that their loved ones were perhaps dying on a dis-
tant battlefield or lying wounded in a distant hospital, the 
women of Waltham spent many long hours that they had formerly 
spent in housework, toward bettering the war effort. The 
school girls of Waltham, inspired by their mothers' spirits, 
managed to raise $200 through the selling of small trinkets 
that they had managed to make themselves. Sewing machines 
were set up in Rumford Hall and the women made all kinds of 
wearing apparel for the soldiers. 
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In 1862 the Soldiers Aid Society was formed. More than 
five hundred people enrolled in this organization and this 
group played an important part in sending boxes of necessities 
to local boys in the service. 
The close, harmonious cooperation between all of the vari-
ous churches in Waltham \'ras significant. The wife of the Uni-
tarian minister was elected the president of the Soldiers Aid 
Society. The First Methodist Church allowed its vestry to be 
used by the society, free of charge, until the end of the war. 
The watch factory was severely affected during the first 
years of the war and it seemed as though it might have to close 
In general, the small industries were dealt a crippling blow. 
The watch factory was saved by the production of a small lathe; 
also, the order for the production of carbines that were very 
popular with the Union soldiers was given in 1863 to the watch 
factory and to the Waltham Machine Company. 
Upon the war's conclusion, fifty-three of Waltham's sol-
diers had paid the supreme sacrifice and would return no more. 
On May 30, 1868, a memorial was erected upon the Common in 
order to perpetuate their memory. 
An important year in local history was 1869. In that 
year the town decided to erect a new high school and new 
North and South Grammar Schools. This act was followed by 
an appropriation in 1872 for the reconstruction in brick for 
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all _sehool buildings in the town. The building of the Bacon 
Street, Prospect Street, Orange Street, and Grove Street 
buildings made a marked change in Waltham's educational system 
The town took pride in its new buildings and was proud of its 
progressive school system. In addition to the day schools, 
evening common, commercial, and drawing schools were maintainec 
for the accomodation of the working people, and this system 
of education proved to be an eminent success. 
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Unit V 
Activities 
1. Group work: The girls might care to dress some dolls 
in Civil War uniforms and have them exhibited around 
the room. 
2. Pretend that you are a r eporter for the Sentinel in 1862. 
Sketch a cartoon to appear in the paper of Waltham sol-
diers marching off -to the service. 
3. Write extracts from a boy's or girl's diary who was living 
in \1/al tham during the Civil War. 
4. Suppose that you had been the editor of the Sentinel in 
1860. Write an editorial after the election of Lincoln 
stating just why you had assumed a lukewarm attitude 
toward his ~lection. 
5. Group work: Imagine that you are local townspeople 
watching the recruits drilling on the Common. Discuss 
.. 
all that is going on; note as to whe·ther the recruits 
are well disciplined, neat appearing, what v;eapons they 
are training with, etc. 
6. Consult your history book and pretend that you are a 
'val tham soldier t-vho has just participated in one of the 
battles of the Potomac . Write a letter home to a friend 
describing just what took place. 
? • \'lri te a letter to the Sentinel's editor, condemning him 
for not being enthusiastic enough toward the Union's cause 
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8. Much criticism from readers has recently been published 
in our Waltham News Tribune (1950) pertaining to General 
Banks's career. Write a letter to the "open forum" de-
fending the general; state the reasons as to why his 
statue should be removed from its present site near the 
city's incinerator to the Common. 
9. Pretend that you have joined Company H and are destined 
to leave soon for active duty. Your best girl cannot 
understand just why you have to go. Point out to her 
the reasons why you have decided to serve. 
10. If you had been a teen-ager in 1863, what factors would 
have encour aged your want to join the newly formed mountec 
calvary regiment? List them. 
11. Suppose that your husband/or loved' one is in the service. 
Write him a letter stating just how Waltham's women are 
playing an active part in the war effort. 
12. Write a composition showing how the close cooperation 
between Waltham's churches during the war, made the cit-
izens more broad minded and tolerant. 
13. Draw a cartoon showing how the early and later years of 
the war affected the Waltham Watch Company. 
14. Imagine that you are a local teacher in 1872. Write a 
letter to a friend describing the progressiveness of 
Waltham's school system. Point out what has been accom-
plished. 
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15. Make a list of the advantages the town gained when the 
Rumford Institute gave its library to the town, thus 
creating the Waltham Public Library. 
16. Pretend that you are a resident of Waltham in 1861-1865. 
Be prepared to tell whether you resent any of the demands 
or regulations of the Federal Government. 
17. Make a list of what you consider the most important re-
sults of the Civil War. 
18. As a Waltham woman of Civil War days, write a portion of 
your diary explaining the changes in your mode of living 
and the sacrifices you have to make. 
19. Imagine that you are the editor of the Waltham News Trib-
~· Write an editorial comparing the position of women 
just before the Civil War with their position in 1950. 
20. Imagine that you served as a Union soldier from Waltham. 
Tell your grandchild of a battle in which you fought. 
21. To your list of important people in local history add: 
Nathaniel P. Banks 
II 
22. Group work: Pretend that you are a group of local citiz~ . s 
in 1860; discuss why the election of Abraham Lincoln be-
came the pretext for South Carol1na 1 s secession. 
23. Imagine that you are the editor of the Sentinel in 1865. 
Write an editorial stating what factors you consider 
most important in explaining the failure of the struggle 
for Southern independence. 
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24. Be prepared to explain what the "greenbacks" were. Also, 
each member of the class should be prepared to point out 
the justification for the issuance of "greenbacks." 
25. In the latter part of 1865, a petition for a horse rail-
way to Waltham was widely circulated. Pretend that you 
are a local citizen; be prepared to tell what might have 
prompted you to sign the petition. 
26. Velocipede riding schools could be found in Waltham in 
1869. Draw a cartoon of an individual attempting to 
learn the art of velocipede riding. 
27. Suppose that you had been a pupil in a Waltham school 
during the Civil War. Be prepared to state what your 
attitude would have been toward the war. 
28. Pretend that you are the editor of the Sentinel in 1864. 
Write an editorial naming at least six changes that you 
foresee as inevitable results of the Civil War. 
29. Suppose that you are a Waltham school teacher in 1865. 
Make a list of ten reasons that led to the downfall of 
the Confederacy; this list should be read to your history 
class. 
30. Draw a aeries of cartoons ·showing: General Grant and 
a cigar, the captain of the Monitor, and Major Anderson 
awaiting supplies. 
31. As a student in a local school in 1865, write a poem in 
tribute to Abraham Lincoln. 
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32. Imagine that you are present at the impeachment trial 
of Andrew Johnson. Write a letter to a friend in Waltham 
telling him about the scene of the trial. 
33. As a member of the Sentinel's staff in 1868, write a 
criticism of the radicals in Congress in the post-war 
period. 
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Unit VI 
General Overview 
As we have seen in an earlier Unit, the War for Inde-
pendence wrought a revolution in the life of the American 
people. The same may be said about the Civil War. Although 
sections of the Northeast still retained their supremacy in 
manufactured commodities, the territory centering in the state 
of the eld Northwest Territory was rapidly developing into a 
rival manufacturing zone. Rapid advancements were made in 
technical improvements and inventions as well as in transpor-
tation and communication. 
Up until 1871 Waltham's fire department had been using 
hand-engines. But in that year, the town purchased its first 
steam engine. 
It is interesting to note that in 1873, a steamboat was 
running on the Charles River between Moody Street and the 
Weston-Auburndale bridges. Families utilized this steamboat 
in taking a trip up the river to some excellent picnicing 
grounds. However, this was not the first steamboat on the 
river as the Sentinel had several times acknowledged the fact 
that other small steamboats had seen usage on the river. 
The town decided in 1872 that it should construct water 
works at the Charles River and a reservoir was built at the 
top of Boston Rock Hill. In building the pumping station on 
64. 
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the banks of the Charles, the town discovered several large 
springs. It was from this source that the town derived its 
supply of water until 1949 when the city shifted over to the 
Metropolitan Water System as the city's wells had the han-
dicap of high iron content. 
The Sentinel went out of business in 1677; this was due 
to the almost simultaneous death of the two owners and the 
paper was sold, becoming the Waltham Weekly Record. 
The 1670 1 s in Waltham marked a period of increased growth 
in the size of the town. It became more and more apparent to 
many citizens that a larger Town Hall would have to be built. 
However, a minority of farsighted individuals felt that a new 
Town Hall would not be needed as Waltham might become a city 
and a different type of building would have to be built. With 
the steady growth in the town's population, it became apparent 
to the town that the school system should have a head. Thus, 
in 1879 the town voted to have a Superintendent of Schools 
and the school committee elected the former principal of the 
North Grammar School to the post. 
Waltham became one of the most important stops on the 
Fitchburg Railroad. The railroad gained most of its revenue 
from local freight and passenger service. In return, the 
railroad gave the town excellent serY1ce with at least thirty 
trains running daily through Waltham to Boston. Each train 
would make six or seven stops at different stations in Waltham 
in order to pick up manufactured goods and take them to Boston, 
Each local stop was so located that local residents could 
reach a station within a comparatively short distance of their 
homes. 
When the Massachusetts Central Railroad decided to run 
its line through the northern section of the Lyman Estate, 
many local citizens felt that the construction of tracks etc. 
would ruin the appearance of the estate. Some individuals 
felt that the company should have its railroad go through 
Piety Corner. However, a compromise was reached and the route 
was developed along the southern fringe of the estate. 
Immediately after the close of the Civil War, there came 
a sudden and increasing demand for watches. The business 
needed more space; the supply of watches could not meet the 
demand. The company paid high wages to its employees and the 
fame of the company spread to all parts of the world. Sub-
stantial profits were gained by the sales of these watches. 
Townspeople could not understand where all the watches were 
going and the general opinion around Waltham was that the 
business was being overdone and the ultimate outcome would 
be financial ruin for the company. But, new markets could be 
readily found. The~factory was enlarged in 1878 with brick 
buildings replacing the old wooden ones. It is significant 
I 
66 
to note that the work was done without any interruption in 
the plant. The number of employees in the plant in 1878 ho-
vered around 2500 individuals, with 800 additional people 
working on watch cases in New York. About 1000 watches could 
be produced in one day. 
The true development of the South Side of the Charles 
River can be attributed to the growth ot the Waltham Watch 
Company. In the 1850's this particular section ot the town 
was used for pasturage, but in the 1970's the same land was 
a thickly settled community. The present day Adams House was 
the most up-to~date boarding house of the time. The factory's 
occupants were the ones who occupied most of the South Side's 
dwellings in 1875 and the home owners devoted much of their 
spare time in making lawns and beautifying flower gardens 
surrounding their homes. The company showed its civic minded-
ness when it organized the Waltham Watch Company Band and 1t 
was regarded as being one of the finest 1n the land. 
The watch company gained much distinction in simplifying 
the necessary steps in the production of a watch. The company 
can be classified as the 1parent 1 of all other watch factories 
in the country because its watch experts were constantly being 
coaxed to leave the company and help out a new plant somewhere 
else in the country. 
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Unit VI 
Activities 
1. Imagine that you are the owner of a local industry and 
are attending a New England Industrialists' Convention 
in 1875. Discuss with several other industrialists 
(classmates) the effect that an industrial Northwest 
would make on New England manufacturing. 
2. Pretend that you are a local fireman in 1871 and have 
been asked to come into a history classroom and point 
out the advantages of the new steam engine over the old 
hand engines. 
3. Write a paper describing a typical steamboat trip up the 
Charles River from Moody Street to the Weston-Auburndale 
bridge. Point out the description of the boat, how many 
people went on the trip, whether the scenery was delight-
ful etc. 
4. Pretend that you are a town engineer in 1872 and have 
been asked by the Sentinel to write an article to appear 
in the paper stating just how and why the town was to get 
its water trom this new source. 
5. The class might enjoy hearing a floor talk on one of 
the following: 
a. The development of the South Side 
b. The growth of the Waltham Watch Compan 
from 1860 to 1870 
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c. The effect of the Fitchburg Railroad 
on Waltham's industries 
6. Draw a cartoon showing the arrival of the Fitchburg Rail-
road in Waltham. 
7. Suppose that you had been a public relation official of 
the Waltham Watch Company in 1880. Make a list of factore 
showing how civic minded that the co$pany is. 
8. Compare the first annual Superintendent of Schools's 
report with the present superintendent's report of 1950. 
Make a list showing where both reports are quite similar 
or radically different. 
9. Arrange a aeries of murals, showing the development of 
travel in Waltham from 1?00 to 1880. 
10. Pretend that you moved away from Waltham in 1850 and re-
turned to the town in 1880. Write a letter to a friend 
in England telling him about the changes. 
11. Perhaps you would be interested in constructing models 
ot the various types of boats used on the Charles River 
in the 1870 1 s. 
12. Pretend that you are an elderly person of today who might 
have seen the beginnings of some far-western American 
city; write some of your recollections. You may obtain 
ideas from some person in Waltham who experienced this. 
13. Pretend that you are a local school teacher who has gone 
South to teach the Negro. Write a letter home telling 
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your impressions of reconstruction in the South. 
14. Suppose that you are a watch expert in the Waltham Watch 
Company and have been asked to leave Waltham and help out 
a new watch plant somewhere else in the country. List 
the factors that might encourage you to accept this posi-
tion. 
15. Dramatize a town meeting in 1870, discussing the question 
of running the Massachusetts Central Railroad through 
the Lyman Estate. 
16. Compare a typical copy of the Sentinel in the 1870's 
with a copy of the Waltham Free Press in the same era. 
Note the differences and sim~larities. 
17. Make a cartoon showing the increased activity in the 
Waltham Watch Company immediately following the Civil War. 
18. Group work: Have a group of local citizens in 1875 dis-
cussing the possibility that the watch business was being 
overdone and the ultimate outcome would be financial ruin 
for the company. 
19. Suppose that you are a member of the school committee in 
1879. Make a list of the qualifications you would look 
for in a candidate for the position of Superintendent of 
Schools. 
20. Group work: Pretend that you are members of the school 
committee in 1878. Discuss the question of the singing 
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of religious hymns in the public schools. Have two people 
for and two people against the practice. 
21. During the 1870's, the Sentinel frequently carried notices 
of local square dances. Perhaps you would be interested 
in having a square dance in the gym, assembly hall, or 
some appropriate room. 
22. Suppose that you are a cartoonist for the Sentinel in 
1871. Draw a cartoon showing the advantages of the new 
steam fire engine over the old hand engine. 
23. Many pictures of the White Swan, a steamboa~ can be found 
in the local library. After looking over some of these 
pictures, be prepared to state whether you feel that you 
would have enjoyed a trip up the Charles River on the 
boat. 
24. Visit a local factory and make a report on working con-
ditions in the plant. Be sure to report the points of 
view of both capital and labor in the industrial plant 
visited. 
25. In 1878, the question of free silver became a national 
issue. Develop a paper on the meaning of "free silver." 
26. This is perhaps a good place to show on an outline map of 
the United States, the territorial growth, sectionally, 
from 1776-1876. 
27. Group work: Compare the fire records in Waltham from 
1850-1874 with those from 1925-1950. 
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t1nit VI 
Suggested Readings 
Barry, Ephraim L., The City of Waltham, Massachusetts( (Waltham Board of Trade, Waltham, Massachusetts, 1887J 
Nelson, Charles A., Waltham Past and Present, (King's 
Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1882) 
Rutter, Josiah, Historical Address, July 4~ 1876, (Wal-
tham Free Press, Waltham, Massachusetts, 1 77) 
Sanderson, Edmund L., Waltham as a Precinct of Watertown 
and as a Town, 1630-1884, (Tuttle Publishing Company, 
Rutland, Vermont, 1930) 
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March 18, 1870 
Sentinel, (Dedication of the North-Grammar School), De-
cember !o, 1869 
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bridge), August 28, 1874 
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Waltham Town Records, (Waltham, Massachusetts), 1871-1880 
Waltham Free Press, (History of the Ameriean Watch Com-
pany), March 36, 1877 
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Waltham News Tribune, (History of Waltham), January 15, 
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22. Boston Daily Globe, Boston, Massachusetts, (History of 
Wa1tnam), November 6, 1875 
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Unit VII 
General Overview 
It is during the 1880's that one finds the true develop-
ment of the Waltham and Newton Street Railway Company. This 
company had a route running from West Newton to the westerly 
part of Main Street in Waltham. The line proved to be quite 
prosperous because of the fact that it ran in front of the 
watch factory and was well patronized by the workers. The 
company realized the tremendous opportunities offered to its 
success if it could expand the railway to other streets; thus, 
the company expanded the system to other leading streets in 
the town. Pictures of the watch factory in the 18B0 1 s show 
the horse-drawn trolley cars running back and forth in front 
of the factory; later the ears were electrified. 
The Waltham Music Hall was erected in 1880 and this build-
ing was where the concerts of the local Choral Society were 
held. Numerous societies utilized the hall for the presenta-
tion of plays and concerts; a large number of profitable en-
tertainments were provided for the public by the large portion 
of Waltham's citizens who were interested in art, music, and 
litterature. 
Most of the town's citizens in the 1880's found employment 
in the several industries that were scattered throughout the 
town. A significant fact is that after the Civil War, more 
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and more of Waltham's citizens began to go into business for 
themselves in the town. Still, in 1885 one finds that a rathe 
large percentage of local folk were employed in Boston. Such 
people made their homes in Waltham because of the community's 
high standard of living and the rapid growth of a retail bus-
iness in the town. With the sudden growth of the watch factor 
on the South Side after the Civil War, it is only natural to 
expect that if a retail business was to develop in Waltham, 
the development would occur on the South Side. 
Purchases could be made on as favorable terms as in Bosto · . • 
Local residents felt that it would be to their advantage to 
deal with local merchants due to the element of trust and the 
feeling that errors could be readily corrected. It is interes 
ing to note that most of the local retail stores were situat~ 
in very unattractive buildings in comparison with the splendid 
buildings which our local merchants use. 
The Waltham Daily Free Press Tribune started as a daily 
newspaper at $.01 a day on Cotober 2, 1882. 
' 
With the ~remendous growth of the town many prominent 
citizens began to feel that Waltham was too large for its 
town form of government and they advocated adoption of city 
government. Public debates were held and many heated arguments 
were held in the town meetings. The Waltham Backwoodsman was 
published the -sole purpose of which was to preserve the town 
form of government. However, it did little good and in a 
special town meeting the town voted to make Waltham a city 9n 
June 2, 1884. To celebrate the occasion, on the next evening 
Prospect Hill was the scene of much merriment. A bonfire 
was held on the hill, cannon on the Common were fired along 
with fireworks, and a series of concerts were held by the 
Waltham Watch Company Band. 
The charter given to Waltham was unique. It provided 
for a single board of aldermen whereas all other existing 
cities in the state had the "two board1 system. The city was 
to have a mayor and a single board of aldermen which consisted 
of twenty-one men, three from each ward in the city. The 
aldermen were to be elected by their respective wards and the 
mayor was to be elected by the people at large. 
!he mayor was to be the chief executive of the city, 
having direct supervision over the city's various departments 
and act as chairman of the school committee. He was given 
the privilege of removing and suspending public officials 
(subject to the approval of the aldermen), the control of 
the police force, and the privilege of utilizing a veto in 
general items. 
The powers of the aldermen were to be quite separate 
from the powers of the mayor. The aldermen were to have the 
power to vote appropriations for the city and elect the usual 
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city officers. 
The charter implied that each order calling for an ex-
penditure of money was to. have two separate readings; both 
readings were not to take place on the same day, thus prevent-
ing hasty legislation. Every order was to pass the mayor 
for his approval or disapproval and all public officials were 
to be elected for three years. No public official was allowed 
to have any contract with the city while he was in office. 
Thus, Waltham immediately lost the services of many capable 
men throughout the city. 
The first election was held on December 2, 1884, with 
Mr. Byron Johnson being elected as the first Mayor of Waltham 
by the vote of 1278 to 1019. The inauguration ceremony was 
held in Music Hall on January 5, 1885, and with this event 
ended i'ialtham 1 s history as a town, a history almost exactly 
147 years long. 
The Waltham Police Department, at the time of the incor-
1 poration, consisted of the Chief of Police and eight patrolmen. ! 
Evidently the department was efficiently run as one doing re-
search cannot see crimes of a nature that would call for an 
immediate increase in the size of the force. The Waltham Fire 
Department's force was on duty constantly but the cost for its 
I maintenance was comparatively low. "The number of fires occur-
\ ing is below the average of some other places of equal size 
II 
I 
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and where wooden buildings predominate." 
Numerous industries had sprung up in Waltham; by 188? 
there were at least thirty different industries, both large 
.. 
and small. The largest crayon manufacturing company in the 
world, the Parmenter Crayon Company, could be found in Waltham 
in 1890. This company's wares could be found all over the 
world; thus there was a close correlation between the world-
wide fame of Parmenter Crayons and Waltham Watches. 
The Masons, Odd Fellow, and temperance societies were 
functioning well in 1890. Nine churches existed in the city 
and much of the city's social events centered around them. 
An annual social which took place was the Waltham River Car-
nival on the Charles River, gaining wide celebrity. The car-
nival was held at night and consisted of a procession of two 
hundred illuminated craft. The boats were decorated to repre-
sent fanciful shapes with prizes offered for the best decorate 
craft. The display of fireworks culminated the evening's 
work. It was not unusual to have 20,000 persons lined along 
the banks of the Charles, watching the procession. 
With the advancing years, war involving the United States 
and some other foreign power seemed to be a thing of the past. 
The general opinion was that any matter could be solved by 
1. Barry, Ephraim L., The Cit~ of Waltham, Massachusetts, 
(Waltham, Massachusetts: altham Board of Trade, l88?), p. 
43 
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arbitration. The caYalry, infantry, and artillery were given 
a high degree of prestige, but most individuals felt that their 
chief function in the future would be for participation in 
parades etc. However, war broke out with Spain in 1898. 
Waltham was well represented in the conflict with over one 
hundred men serving; three individuals lost their lives in 
the conflict. · 
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Unit VII 
Activities 
1. In the course of our work, we have come upon many differ-
ent types of transportation. List all that we have dis-
cussed and show how each affected the town and city. 
2. Suppose that you are thinking of going into a local re-
tail business (for yourself) in the 1880's. Write a 
short paper stating what factors might influence you to 
do so. 
3. Imagine that you are the editor of the Waltham Daily Free 
Press Tribune in 1885. Write an editorial indicating 
why Waltham was readily developing a large retail bus-
iness. 
4. Draw a cartoon of an early horse drawn trolley, pulling 
up in front of the watch factory on a typical work day 
in the 1880's. Indicate whether this system was well 
patronized. 
5. Imagine that you are carried back through 0Alley Oop 1 s 
Time Machine 1 to the 18801 s. Make a list of the social 
events and compare them with our present social activities 
Note the differences and similarities. 
6. Dramatize a town meeting in 1884, showing the conflict 
between the advocates of a new type of government and 
the people who were content with the old. 
eo 
7. Be either for or against the new idea of having Waltham 
become a city. Write a letter to the 10pen Column" of 
the Waltham Daily Free Press Tribune; be sure and state 
the reasons for your position. 
a. Draw block diagrams showing the city officials and their 
duties in the new type or local government. 
9. Make a list of the city's industries in 1890 and co~pare 
them with the town 1 s industries in 1825. Note the differ 
ences and similarities. 
10. Construct a typical front page of the Waltham Backwoods-
man, indicating its stand on whether we should have a 
city-type or government. 
11. Make a model of a float which might have appeared in the 
Waltham River Carnival. 
12. Suppose that you are the cartoonist for a leading Boston 
newspaper. Draw a cartoon to appear in your newspaper, 
showing what went on at a typical Waltham River Carnival. 
13. Imagine that you are a student at Waltham High School in 
1890. Make a list of the subjects that are offered to the 
students and compare them with the subjects offered in 
1950. 
14. Suppose that you are an emigrant to Waltham in 1890. 
Describe your impression of the city. 
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15. Perhaps a veteran of the Spanish-American War would enjoy 
relating his experiences to the class. 
16. Write an essay showing how the Spanish-American War 
affected Waltham. 
17. Make a recruiting poster for the Spanish-American War 
which might have appeared in front of the Waltham Music 
Hall. 
18. Pretend that you are a salesman for typewriters in the 
early 1890's and are visiting Waltham High School. Plan 
the t alk you would use i n trying to persuade the school 
authorities to obtain your product. 
19. Draw a cartoon that might have appeared in the Waltham 
Daily Free Press Tribune, illustrating the attitude 
toward woman suffrage in the latter half of the nine-
teenth century. 
20. After consulting some history text, prepare a chronologica 
chart showing changes in the tariff history from 1860-1900 
21. In the latter part of the nineteenth century, many im-
provements for the home were produced which eased the 
work of the housewife and gave her more leisure. Ask 
some women in your neighborhood if they can recall some 
of these inventions; make a list of the items that they 
mention. 
22. Assume that you are an anti-imperialist in Waltham in 
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1898. Write a letter of protest to President McKinley 
over the nationwide trend toward war. 
23. In the latter part of the nineteenth century the educa-
tional system was benefited by the establishing of the 
kindergarten. Perhaps the Supervisor of Elementary 
Schools in Waltham would be willing to talk to the class, 
pointing out just what a kindergarten teacher is trying 
to accomplish. 
24. Panel discussion: Weigh the pros and cons of the im-
perialistic fever which dominated our nation in 1898. 
25. Prepare a series of posters which feature changing trends 
in local culture, 1880-1900. Include changes which occure 
in many phases of living. These posters may be illustrate 
either with pictures or hand drawn sketches. 
26. You might be interested in making a survey of the build-
ings in your neighborhood in Waltham. In doing it list: 
a. Those showing the influence of colonial 
style architecture 
b. Those showing the influence of the 
Gilded Age 
c. Those very modern in style . 
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Unit VII 
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Unit VIII 
General Overview 
At the threshold of the twentieth century, the United 
States entered a period of prosperity which mightily increased 
the prestige of the Republican party and made the administra-
tion very popular. However, it brought problems which were 
later to confound business and political leaders. This period 
represented a memorable quest for social justice and a vigor-
ous effort to remodel the structure of government, making its 
processes more democratic. The accusation that our legislative 
bodies were unrepresentative led to the use of the Initiative 
and Referendum, the Recall, Direct Primaries, the direct elec-
tion of senators, and the modification of city government 
administration. Dynamic leaders like Theodore Roosevelt made 
their appearance and typified the changing political philoso-
phy. 
When Waltham entered the twentieth century, it was far 
different from the agricultural Waltham which had entered the 
nineteenth century. In the late nineteenth, early twentieth 
century era, Waltham took over the retail-industrial status. 
In the 1880 1 s and early 1890 1 s, most of the city's industries, 
with the exception of the cotton mill and bleachery, had been 
confined to the manufacture of articles directly dependent upon 
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the manufacture of watches. By 1900 there were still many 
factories where fine tools were turned out for use in cutting 
vatch jewels or repairing watches, but numerous industries, in-
dependent of the watch factory, developed affording employment 
to a great variety of labor. 
On June 9, 1900 the first public debate was held at 
Waltham High School-- 8Resolved--The Expansion of the Adminis-
tration is Wise and Justifiable"--was the topic. 
The Superintendent of Waltham's schools tried to maintain 
a progressive school system and advocated that teachers should 
be aware of events outside of the classroom. Rowing had been 
a very popular sport in most high schools, but in 1907 the 
local high school decided that it would not take up rowing as 
there appeared to be little interest in aquatic sports. The 
need for a new gymnasium at the high school was noted; the 
school had been using the present (1950) cafeteria. However, 
nothing constructive developed. 
The Annual Regatta was held every June on the Charles 
River. Canoeing during this era was very popular on the Charles 
River, and participating in the Annual Regatta were sportsmen 
from all over New England and Canada. Various types of canoe 
races and special events were held and Waltham produced some 
of the finest canoeists in the world. The Charles River was 
crowded every evening and week end with canoeists. Tradition 
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has it that on a Sunday afternoon there were so many scattered 
canoes over the river, tha t one could almost cross the river 
by stepping from one canoe to another. 
The city, which had had little crime throughout its ex-
istence, began to have trouble with hoodlums in the Chemistry 
area. The police force was greatly expanded by 1912 and on 
July 24, 1912, the mayor "shook up" the police force giving 
every policeman a new beat. This brought immediate results 
and trouble subsided in this section. 
Motorcycle races were held every night during the summer. 
The largest race was always held on July 4; it was not unusual 
to have fifty entries for this twenty-five mile race. 
The Waltham Evening News felt in 1907 that Japan could 
be considered a good friend of the United States and war was 
very improbable. Before 1910 the public realized that war 
might occur in Europe as each European nation was striving 
for the balance of power. However, Waltham's citizens con-
sidered a war involving the United States as most unlikely. 
Business was poor at the Waltham Watch Company in 1912. 
The uncertainty of the tariff was the cause as the tariff 
had affected businesses all over the United States. In the 
presidential election of 1912, there was strong sentiment in 
ex-President Roosevelt's favor, part~cularly among the watch 
factory employees. However., Taft carried the city. 
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As early as 1915 it appeared quite evident that the United! 
States would become actively involved in the European conflict. 
Many of the local men, impatient with this country's attitude, 
joined the Canadian service. On June 19, 1916 the city became 
aware of the fact that the Mexican border might cause much 
trouble. Company F, with seventy men in it, boarded a troop 
train for El Paso, Texas; the company was under fire several 
times but there were no casualties. This "war" proved to be 
an excellent training ground for World War I. It is interest-
ing to note that one of the Waltham Company 1 s leaders was 
Lieutenant Arthur A. Hansen, a future mayor of the city. 
When the United States entered the European conflict in 
1917, Waltham sent her share of men as enlistees and draftees. 
Waltham's Company F was called into action and established 
itself temporarily at Bicycle Park. Tents were erected and 
the various army bugle calls became a common thing in the 
daily life of the community. Daily drills were held and Bicycl~ 
Park attracted many spectators. In August, 1919, the company 
was transfered to Framingham, Massachusetts, and merged with 
the United States Army. 
The war years were busy years for local citizens. The 
drafting and enlisting of men, the ambitious activities of 
the Red Cross, and the selling of Liberty Bonds kept individ-
uals at home constantly active in bettering the war effort. 
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Over three thousand Waltham men served in World War I; 
sixty-two never returned from the confliet. 
In 1919, Waltham adopted the city manager plan of 
municipal government. Waltham was the first city in New Eng-
land to adopt this plan. This move was made in accordance 
with the public sentiment to move forward toward something 
bettering the city. 
Immediately following the war, the Chamber of Commerce 
was flooded with applications for the locat1·on of manufactur-
ing establishments. The Chamber of Commerce did not have to 
11 go after• manufacturers; its chief concern was the sifting 
of the desirable business from the undesirable. 
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Unit VIII 
Activities 
Pretend that you are a United States census taker in 
1900. Make a report sho'tdng the influx of immigrants 
into Waltham since 1850. 
Make a chart showing the growth of industries in Waltham 
from 1825 to 1920. 
I 3. Invite a former member of the Waltham and Newton Street 
I 
Railway Company to class. Have him discuss the operation 
I of the system. 
I' 4. Imagine that you are the editor .of a local newspaper in 
1910. Write an editorial showing how the government's I 
I 
II 
conservation program affected Waltham. 
5. Invite a local union official to class. Have him point 
out the purposes and organization of his union. 
6. By 1900, Waltham had its products scattered all over the 
world. Make a map of the world showing where Waltham 
made products could be found. 
Pretend that you are a member of the local school committe 
in 1910. Give a de~cription of the city's schools. 
8. 
9. 
Write a letter to a friend in a foreign country, indicatini 
as to whether you favor women suffrage or not. · 
Perhaps some of the boys would enjoy comparing the records 
I 
of Waltham High School's athletic teams between 1907-1910 If 
with those of 1947-1950. 
Ill 
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10. Make a poster advertizing the Annual Regatta on the 
Charles River. 
11. Group work: Suppose that you were working in the watch 
factory and the election of 1912 was soon coming up. 
Discuss why you think that the election of Roosevelt 
would benefit the city most. 
12. Perhaps many of your fathers or relatives served in 
World War I and brought home relics. The class would 
enjoy seeing them. Label and describe each part. 
13. Pretend that you are a Waltham soldier of World War I 
and had just finished fighting at the Battle of Chateau-
Thierry. Write a letter home to your parents describing 
the battle. 
14. Perhaps an American Legion member would visit the class, 
pointing out what the organization's aims are. 
15. Group work: Dramatize the conversation of five local 
residents in 1919 talking about the after effects of 
World War I. 
16. Make a series of diagrams showing how the city manager 
form of government was operated in Waltham in 1919. 
17. Pretend that you are a local doctor in 1919. Be prepared 
to explain the effect that the Influenza epidemic had 
on the city. 
18. Re-enact the first public debate held at Waltham High 
School in 1900. (See the topic on page 87) 
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19. After talking wit~ a veteran of World War I, give an 
.. ; 
oral report on some phase of the war. 
20. Group work: As a group of local citizens, debate the 
possibility of our entrance into the League of Nations 
or the World Court. 
21. Many anti-war posters could be found scattered throughout 
Waltham in 1916. Perhaps y~u would care to construct one 
22. Show by a drawing the value of Theodore Roosevelt's 
reclamation policy. 
23. Develop a theme stating whether you think that a strike 
1s a fair weapon 1n a labor dispute. 
24. Suppose that you are a member of the Waltham Even1AS News 
and have gone to visit relatives 1n the south. While 
there, you are an eyewitness to a Ku Klux Klan scene. 
Draw pictures to be sent back to the paper illustrating 
Ku Klux Klan activity. 
25. You might enjoy making a list of the songs that were most 
popular from 1900 to 1920. Note as to whether the typica 
songs in this era are of a different musical variety than 
the ones that are now popular. 
26. Group work: Dramatize the conversation between four lo-
cal residents in 1912, discussing the appearance of Model 
T Fords in the city. 
2?. A committee should be prepared to interpret a financial 
page in a current newspaper. 
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28. Suppose that you are students at Waltham High School in 
1918; football has been eliminated in place of compulsory 
military training. Write a letter to the "open forum" ot' 
the Waltham Daily Free Press Tribune, stating your stand 
on the issue. 
29. Imagine yourself as a local engineer at work on the con-
struction of the Panama Canal. Write a letter to a frien 
in Waltham telling about difficult problems of the projec · . 
30. Perhaps a veteran of World War I and II would be willing 
to visit the class, pointing out how radically different, 
from a military viewpoint, the two wars were. 
31. Write some short verses which might have been used as 
campaign songs during election years between 1900-1924. 
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Unit IX 
General Overview 
In 192~ Waltham was the only city in the state to be op-
erating under the city manager type of government. In 1922, 
the council expanded to eleven; seven members were to be e-
lected from the wards and to substitute for the mayor who was 
the "official head" of the city and the city manager who was 
the "administrative head" of the city government, a mayor who 
would be the chief executive of the city. Thus, the city 
transfered from the Plan D type of city government to Plan B. 
Under Plan B, only the legislative powers of the city were in-
vested in the City Council whereas under Plan D the government 
of the city and the general management and control of all its 
affairs (excepting the conduct of the public schools) had been 
vested in the council. Since 1922, the legislative and ex-
ecutive branches of our local government have worked in com-
plete harmonr,-with but one object in mind--to obtain the best 
results for the city and its people. 
One finds in 1925 that much of the school committee's 
attention was focused to the need of a new high school in the 
near future. 
It became apparent in 1925 that the electric cars were 
not giving the city adequate service. Many articles started 
to appear in the Waltham News Tribune pertaining to the fact 
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that Waltham's transportation would be much better if bus line 
were operating in the city. Presently one finds that this is 
precisely what happened in the latter part of the 1920 1 s. 
The Ku Klux Klan was beginning to become a powerful or-
ganization in the southern section of the United States but 
its influence was not very greatly felt in New England. One 
notes that an attempt was made on December 29, 1923 to obtain 
a hall in Waltham to hold a mass meeting of the organization, 
but only one hall would open its doors for the meeting. 
During the "Prohibition Era" several hundred gallons of 
liquor were seized by the police in Waltham. It was discovere 
by the police that Waltham was the distribution center for a 
nationally known bootlegger. A big seizure of liquor on 
Forest Street crushed the growth of the gang. 
The 1920 1 s were great years for local high school ath-
letics. Hockey became a popular sport in 1923 (playing 39 
1 games) and throughout the 1920 1 s, Waltham High School produced 
some of the finest high school football teams in the country. 
The football team in 1929 was led by the great Bill Pendergast 
recognized throughout the entire country as one of the finest 
high school footbal]_ players of his time. 
The closest city ~lection in local history was held in 
1929. Mayor Duane was defeated by his opponent by one vote. 
Duane called for a recount and after all the votes had been 
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I checked again, it was discovered that Duane had been re-electe J 
by twelve votes. 
I, 
I 11 Television may someday be used in our homes 111 ••• 
j thus was an article found in the Waltham News Tribune on No-
' 
I 
i vember 18, 1929. 
Although business had been good in 1925, Waltham severely 
felt the blow of the depression. A survey made in the winter 
of 1929 by the Waltham News Tribune showed that many people 
in Waltham were unemployed. The Waltham Watch Company was 
severely hurt, primarily by ·the low tariff on Swiss watches. 
Officials at the company demanded upward tariff revisions as 
Waltham could not compete with foreign industry. 
The secondary schools were getting very crowded so on 
June 1, 1929, the school board decided to have two sessions 
in the senior high school, one in the morning and the other 
in the afternoon. 
Business was just about marking time during 1933. There 
was uncertainty as to what the new administration at Washington 
! 
would do about bringing back prosperity which had been "around 
the corner" for the past three years. A "New Deal 11 was in 
prospect, having been promised in the fall presidential cam-
Prices generally were at a very low level and compet1-j pa1gn. 
j tion extremely keen to the point where much business was being I 
I ,I 
I 1. Waltham News Tribune, (Waltham, Massachusetts), November 18, jl 1929 
T 
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carried on at practically no profit. When the Federal Gov-
ernment developed the C.W.A., the local office was successful 
in having quite a number of local projects approved for Waltham 
In 1933, the Boston Manufacturing Company closed its doors and 
threatened calamity to the city; 355,000 square feet of factory 
space was left in the heart of the city. Today, twenty-two 
concerns operate there, most of them owning the units they 
occupy and having an interest in a central heating plant. 
During the year 1933, the Waltham High School Band re -
ceived many invitations to play outside the city and played 
several times at the Boston Arena, Boston Garden, and Braves 
Field. In June of 1933, the band was sent to Evanston, Illin-
ois, to compete in the national high school band concert. At 
Evanston the bands were not judged on parade but on drill ex-
hibition at the field. Waltham tied for first place with a 
military academy. Dorothy Slamin, our present assistant band 
director, competed against seventy-two boy drum majors and one 
girl, and took second place in the contest. After the mas s 
band playing prize winners were announced it was learned that 
Waltham had won a first place in the Class C Division. 
The senior high school was enlarged in 1935 with the con-
struction of two wings consisting of twenty-four additional 
classrooms and the complete remodelling of the structure. Thus 
Waltham had a fully equipped high school with an up-to-date 
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cafeteria a~d a modern gymnasium; the high school went back to 
one session a day. 
Parking problems became acute in the 1930 1 s. Waltham 
merchants coordinated with the Chamber of Commerce and in 
of the lack of parking facilities, Waltham became perhaps 
greatest shopping center of ita size in the state. 
spite! 
the 
On September 21, 1938, the great hurricane struck New 
England and created wide-spread destruction. The situation 
became so acute that the local National Guard had to be called 
up. 
With an international crisis coming to a head in the 
latter part of the 1930 1 s, unemployment was greatly lessened 
with increased activity in our local industries. War broke 
out in Europe in 1939 and it appeared only a matter of time 
before the United States would become involved. On July 3, 
1940, the Waltham Committee to Defend America stressed the 
need of conscription. Waltham sent six draftees on November 
20, 1940, as her first quota in the new draft plan. With the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor. on December 7, 1941, Waltham went to 
war with the rest of the country. The various industries pro-
duced at an all time high, civilian defense agencies were set 
up in the city, school children knit socks and garments for 
servicemen, U.S.O's were set up, and all civic organizations 
correlated their efforts toward bettering the war effort. 
I 
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At the helm of the city government with the outbreak of 
the war was Mayor Arthur A. Hansen. It was a sad moment for 
Waltham in the cold evening of September 28, 1942, when Mayor 
Hansen collapsed and died in his country's service, heading 
a War Bond rally on the Common before 5000 citizens; he had 
just finished auctioning a watch for $1100 in bonds. 
The high. school football team of 1943 managed to go throu 
the season undefeated and became the undisputed, Class A Cham-
pion of Eastern Massachusetts. The high school during this 
era added additional courses to its curricula, thus bettering 
the students for their future military needs. 
August 12, 1945 was a glorious day for the country--vic-
tory over Japan was proclaimed. Wal tha.m rejoiced but her loss , 
had been great; one hundred and forty-five of her sons had 
given their lives in the strife and would return to their city 
no more. 
With 1180 children born in Waltham in 1947 compared to 
625 in 1938, overcrowding of the schools will cause tremendous 
problems in the future. 
Brandeis University was established in the city in 1948. 
It was a Jewish sponsored, non-sectarian, Liberal Arts co11ege. 
It now has a large representation of students from the city 
and a large staff of Waltham working personnel. Waltham is 
indeed fortunate to have such a splendid school. 
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Early in 1949, the Waltham Watch Company closed down. 
But, Waltham is not the "watchcity 11 of earlier decades when 
a shut down at the watch factory could cripple employment and 
prosperity. Waltham is no longer wrapped up in watches and 
cotton textiles. What one does not readily realize is that 
the watch company has suffered vicissitudes before. The Wal-
tham Watch Company's future depends--on the future itself. 
Waltham has the solidarity of diversified industries 
which hire about 14,000 workers. The Raytheon Manufacturing 
Company alone employs about 6000 at its Grove Street plant be-
yond the Governor Gore place near the Watertown line; and from 
there down, the factory · list grows, with individual employment 
in the hundreds. 
Waltham 1 s future perhaps holds transition to retail-indus-
trial-residential community, with homes already springing up 
to the north in the Lakeview or Hardy 1 s Pond region and in 
the woodland areas toward Lexington and Lincoln. 
New industries are not invited to come to Waltham as the 
city has more requests for space than it has footage to fill. 
Thus, Waltham does not have to tolerate a "nuisance" type of 
factory. One great addition to Waltham was the 400 employee 
Reece Corporation Plant which opened in March, 1949. 
The stores on Moody Street employ about 2300 individuals 
and draw on a population of 300,000 from 29 communities in an 
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unbroken circle about the city. Cooperation between the chain 
stores and independents has developed to a rare degree. 
With the invasion of South Korea by the North Koreans in 
the summer of 1950, Waltham has been called upon to send more 
of her sons via conscription into the army; hundreds of local 
youth are enlisting in the different services. The various 
industries are once again obtaining government contracts; un-
employment is a thing of the past. Waltham may be depended 
upon, should the country need her, to serve to the best of 
her ability. 
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Unit IX 
Activities 
1. Make a series of diagrams, indicating the evolution of 
Waltham's government since it became a city in 1884. 
2. Write a theme describing the most interesting part of 
Waltham's history that you have studied since the course 
started. 
3. Make a bar graph, showing the growth of Waltham's indus-
tries from 1800 to 1950. 
4. Pretend that you are a local historian. Write of the 
effect of Prohibition on the city. 
5. Compile a series of headlines, showing the twenty-five 
most important events in Waltham's history. 
6. Group work: Interview real-estate men, city officials, 
informed adults, etc. about Waltham's housing situation. 
Be prepared to present the problems facing Waltham in 
this situation and what possibly might be done about it. 
7. Many of your fathers, brothers, and friends fought in 
World War II. The class might enjoy seeing relics which 
they obtained. Label each relic and explain its particu-
lar part in the conflict. 
8. Suppose that you are a reporter for the Waltham News Trib-
~ during World War II. Write an article showing the 
effect that the war was having on Waltham's industries. 
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9. Draw a series of cartoons showing the development in 
Waltham High's athletic uniforms (football or baseball), 
from 1900 to 1950. 
10. Write a short theme describing the present problems fa-
cing the Waltham Watch Company. 
11. Invite some member of the Chamber of Commerce to class, 
having him point out how this service operates. Have 
each member of the class prepared to ask him at least 
one pertinent question. 
12. Write a letter to a friend in Canada in 1933, describing 
the effect that the depression had on Waltham. Indicate 
what governmental measures were beginning to aid the city 
13. Group work: Interview representatives of the major po-
litical parties found in Waltham. Indicate their various 
political beliefs. 
14. Make a list of the ten most important industries in the 
city (those which you consider to be most important); 
also, state what they produce. 
15. -- Appoint members of the class to act out a typical meeting 
of the Security Council of the United Nations. 
16~ write a paper showing the value of Waltham's retail bus-
iness to the city. 
17. Arrange a field trip to one (or more) of Waltham's larger 
industries. Each individual should be prepared to point 
out something that he learned from the trip. 
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18. Perhaps there is some activity that you would like to do 
that has not been mentioned. Providing that it would be 
of value to you and the class, the teacher will encourage 
it. 
19. Interview a local businessman pertaining to the stock 
market crash in 1929. Be prepared to present what he 
said about it. 
20. Be prepared to report on "Changes in the recent social 
history of Waltham as one of my neighbors has witnessed 
them.n Obtain this material by consulting a friend in 
your neighborhood who can tell you about these changes 
as they have occured in Waltham since 1900. 
21. You might be interested in drawing a poster or composing 
a slogan for: 
a. A safety driving campaign 
b. An anti-noise campaign 
22. Suppose that you are a member of the Waltham News Tribune 
in 1938 and are writing an article concerning the hur-
ricane. Point out the damage that it did to the city. 
23. Write a theme on any current problem facing Waltham. 
24. With the help of automobile road maps, locate routes 
from Waltham to at least six places of historical inter-
est in the United States. 
25. Draw a cartoon supporting one of the candidates in the 
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26. Invite a member of the local Selective Service System to 
class. Have him point out how the organization functions 
Each member of the class should be prepared to ask at 
least one pertinent question. 
27. To your list of important people in local history add: 
Arthur A. Hansen 
Patrick Duane 
William Pendergast 
Dorothy Slamin 
Earl J. Arnold 
28. Throughout this course, you have had to use several books 
concerning the history of Waltham. Be prepared to tell 
the teacher what book you considered to be the most in-
teresting and helpful in your study. 
29. Panel discussion: Discuss the international control of 
atomic energy. 
30. Perhaps you would care to invite a Waltham doctor to 
· class, having him talk about the modern scientific ad~ 
vances in medicine. 
31. It would be interesting to dramatize an interview between 
a resident of Waltham today and one who lived here fifty 
years ago. Emphasize changes that have taken place in 
the home and in industry. 
32. Arrange a display of pictures of at least ten prominent, 
present day city leaders. Select these figures from ten 
different phases of life, such as politics, art, science, 
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agriculture, etc. Prepare a brief biographical sketch 
for each individual. 
33. Oral report: Listen by radio to a meeting of the United 
Nations, either of the General Assembly or the Security 
Council. Be prepared to report what you learned. 
34. Group work: Make a survey of the school, seeing how many 
pupils have a television set at home. Make a list of 
your conclusions to be presented. 
35. Make a list of ten questions on modern living problems 
in Waltham. Be prepared to call on members of the class 
to answer these questions. 
36. Many of ycmr relatives or friends went to Waltham High 
School when it conducted two sessions a day. Interview 
them and present what they said. 
3?. Write an imaginary letter to a senator explaining to him 
why you think he, as the spokesman from the state of 
Massachusetts, should vote for a high protective tariff. 
38. Pretend that your family in Waltham is planning to make 
a trip by train to St. Louis, Missouri. Outline your 
itinerary on a map. 
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1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
Unit IX 
Suggested Readings 
Waltham Evenin~ News, (Waltham is suspected a center for 
a district boo 1egger), October 31, 1923 
Waltham Evening News, (Police suspect that the manufacturE 
of liquor is going on), November 7, 1923 
Waltham Evenin~ News, (The first edition of the Mirror), 
December 20, 1 23 
Waltham Evening News, (Ku Klux Klan is allowed only one 
hall), December 29, 1923 
5. Waltham News Tribune, (Cartoons: Business is good), 
April 11, 1925 
6. Waltham News Tribune, (Complaints against the electric 
cars), April 18, 195 
7. Waltham News Tribune, (Closest Waltham election in his-
tory), November 14, 1929 
8. Waltham News Tribune, · (Articles on the ·home use of tele-
vision), November 18, 1928 
9. Waltham News Tribune, (Loss in people employed in last 
five years), December 26, 1929 
10. Waltham News Tribune, (Watch company cannot compete with 
foreign industry), January 30, 1929 
11. Waltham News Tribune, (Waltham H1gh School goes on two 
sessions a day), June 1, 1929 
12. Waltham News Tribune, (Hurricane hits Waltham), September 
21, 1938 
13. Waltham News Tribune, (Local building at an all time high) 
September 3, 1940 j 
14. Waltl~ News Tribune, (Clarence D. Howe appointed Minister 
of Munition and Supply in Canada: graduate of Waltham 
High School, class of 1903), July 22, 1940 
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15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
I 
Waltham News Tribune, (Aliens have to register in Waltham , 
August 27, 1940 ' 
Waltham News Tribune, (Six draftees sent from Waltham), 
November 20, 1940 
Waltham News Tribune, (Atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima), 
August 6, 1945 ' 
Waltham News Tribune, (V.J. Day), August 15, 1945 
Waltham News Tribune, (Editorial: Rezoning of the busines~ 
Glstrict), April 6, 1949 
Waltham News Tribune, (Aims of Brandeis University), 
April 2o, 1949 
Waltham News Tribune, (Religious Education classes voted) 
May 13, 1949 
Waltham News Tribune, (Expanded student activity propo sed ' 
by Heaarnaster Huff at Waltham High School), May 16, 1949. 
Waltham News Tribune, (First Career Day at Waltham High 
School), May 18,19, 1949 
Waltham News Tribune, {Waltham High School's Centennial 
Graduation), June 3, 1949 
Waltham News Tribune, (League of Women Voters propose 
a lO point recreation plan), June 22, 1949 
Waltham News Tribune, {How Brandeis University benefits 
the city), November 2, 1950 
Waltham News Tribune, (Proclamation of National Emergency), 
December 16, 1950 
Waltham News Tribune, (Loss of General Moters cited in 
need for a master zoning plan), March 1, 1951 
Waltham City Reports, (Waltham, Massachusetts), 1920-1950 
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Appendix "A" 
How the City of Waltham, Massachusetts, 
Has Voted 
in Presidential Electiona1 
Candidate Votes Received 
1888 Harrison-Republican 1797 
Cleveland-Democrat 1290 
Waltham goes Republican by 507 votes 
1892 Harrison-Republican 1980 
Cleveland-Democrat 1606 
Waltham goes Republican by 3?4 votes 
1896 Bryan-Democrat 562 
McKinly-Republican 2541 
Waltham goes Republican by 1965 votes 
1900 Bryan-Democrat 1164 
McKinly-Republioan · 2710 
Waltham goes Republican by 546 votes 
1904 Parker-Democrat 1278 
Roosevelt-Republican 2711 
Waltham goes Republican by 1433 votes 
1908 Bryan-Democrat 1317 
Taft-Republican 3122 
Waltham goes Republican by 1805 votes 
1912 Wilson-Democrat 1447 
Taft-Republican 2065 
Waltham goes Republican by 618 votes 
1916 Wilson-Democrat 2187 
Hughes-Republican 2687 
Waltham goes Republican by 500 votes 
1920 Cox-Democrat 23?4 
Harding-Republican 6421 
Waltham goes Republican by 4047 votes 
1. Files, Office of the City Clerk, Waltham City Hall, Waltham 
Massachusetts 
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Year Candidate Votes Received 
1924 Davis-Democrat 2587 
Coolidge-Republican 6489· 
Waltham goes Republican by 3902 votes 
1928 Smith-Democrat 6965 
Hoover-Republican 7309 
Waltham goes Republican by 344 votes 
1932 Roosevelt-Democrat 7419 . 
Hoover-Republican 7215 
Waltham goes Democrat by 209 votes 
1940 Roosevelt-Democrat 9291 
Wilkie-Republican 9314 
Waltham goes Republican by 23 votes 
1944 Roosevelt-Democrat 8849 
Dewey-Republican 9482 
Waltham goes Republican by 633 votes 
1948 Truman-Democrat 9871 
Dewey-Republican 8476 
- Waltham goes Democrat by 395 votes 
Appendix 11 B" 
Local Names 
Trapelo--Italian; meaning, "to drag by extra horses." We are 
not sure how this section got its name but one local 
historian felt that because of the several high hills 
in the district and the usual custom was to have 
horses stationed at the bottom of the hills to assist 
in carrying the loads, that this might be a possible 
solution. 
Pond End--Today this is the Hardy's Pond section. This pond 
was formerly called by the Indians the Great Pond in 
the Woods. Later, the pond had a series of names, 
being named after the ow~er's of the adjoining lands. 
The inhabitants were anxious for the construction of 
a school and after it was built they called it the 
Pond End School. 
Piety Corner--This was called Hosier's Corner for a number of 
years, being named for Samuel Hosier, a Waltham resi-
dent. Sometime shortly after the middle of the 18th 
century, someone (unknown) called it Piety Corner and 
the name has remained down through the years. 
Waltham Plain--The name given to the large, level tract of 
land through which the Sudbury Road passed. 
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Massasoit--The most thickly settled part of Waltham used to 
be where the Sudbury Road crossed Beaver Brook. 
The Massasoit, an inn found in this section, gained 
much fame. Thus, even after the burn1~g of the inn 
in 1849, this section retained the name Massasoit. 
Bleachery--When the Waltham Cotton and Woolen Factory was 
bought by the Boston Manufacturing Company, a bleach 
ery was built on the cotton mill's property. Many 
of the workers lived on this property; thus, this 
section of Waltham became known as the Bleachery. 
Chemistry--This section was named after the Newton Chymical 
Company developed there. 
Roberts-- This section is named after John and Stephen Robert 
who purchased an early p~per mill on Stony Brook. 
The Roberts acquired a large amount of territory in 
this locality. 
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